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Introduction:

The term Omran (built environment) — for which an
equivalent in European languages is hard to find — reflects
an interactive existential system that goes beyond the
material concept, which scholars such as Ibn Khaldun
consider an expression of the human experience in
interacting with its surrounding environment. According
to the latter, built environments are the foundation for the
development of human society and the basis of its stability.
Civilization, urbanization and socio-political sciences can
thus be interpreted as evidence of this interactive system.
Ibn Khaldun also put forward theories that, in essence,
reflect the concept of resilience and its connection with
historical environments, evidence of which can be found in
his argument that: "the events and realities that are taking
place in the present, similar to those of past times and in
the same place, have a future we can predict."

Similar to other regions, the importance of heritage in the Arab region
stems not only from the fact that it is the conveyor of civilizations that
lived in this part of the world, but also represents the identity of local
communities on these territories and expresses their authenticity.
A community thus plays a fundamental role in the preservation and
promotion of its cultural heritage. In light of the challenges facing
the protection of cultural heritage in the Arab region from conflicts
and environmental risks, it has become crucial to build a dialogue
and a platform to explore the interrelation between communities
and heritage conservation, how the possible risks and threats to
their historic places can be reduced or mitigated, as well as how
sustainability can be achieved for the heritage sector at large, by
fostering regional and international cooperation in this field.

In this broad context, under the Patronage of His Highness Sheikh Dr
Sultan bin Mohammed Al-Qasimi, Member of the Supreme Council
of the United Arab Emirates and Ruler of Sharjah, ICCROM’s Regional
Office for the Conservation of Cultural Heritage (ICCROM-Sharjah), in
collaboration with the Arab League Educational, Cultural and Scientific
Organization (ALECSO) and the Sharjah Institute for Heritage,



is organising the 4th Arab Forum for Cultural Heritage, which will
discuss the notion of the culture of Omran (baukultur) and explore the
role of communities in building cultural heritage resilience.

This Forum will serve as an opportunity to highlight the ways in which
a community can safeguard cultural heritage from the threats it faces,
highlighting the role that culture can play as a tool for resilience-
building and preservation of historical environments — before, during
andafteranytypeofcrisis. Thisforumwillexplore the concept of culture
of the built environment and focus on the community dimension
and adaptation stemming from local contexts largely embodied in
traditional knowledge as tools for the resilience and sustainability of
cultural heritage and historical living environments.

In its fourth edition, the Arab Forum for Cultural Heritage, as a platform
for interdisciplinary discussions addressing topics relevant to the
essence of cultural heritage, its protection and definition, will focus on
the consolidation of the concept of culture of built environment (Omran)
in the context of the Arab thought, and its relevance to heritage, by
addressingthe challenges faced by communitiesin preservingitintimes
of crises. The Forum will bring together eminent speakers, academics
and professional practitioners, to highlight community practices and
conceptual approaches rooted in the region for the conservation and
promotion of cultural heritage.

Objectives:

Through this Forum, it is expected that the engagements of experts
and speakerswill lead to a review of cultural values and pose important
questions with a regional vision. In particular, this Forum aims to:

= Examine the role of community’s accumulated knowledge in
sustaining cultural heritage and its preservation in the Arab region
and explore ways to activate this role in stages of preparedness,
response, and recovery after natural hazards or other crises.

= |nitiate interdisciplinary conversations on, and learning from, local
practices aimed at increasing the resilience of cultural heritage, in
addition to supporting efficient risk management practices.

= Advocate and promote community-centred approaches to achieve
adequate humanitarian response and sustainable future for the
region’s cultural and historical heritage.



"This Forum will serve as an
opportunity to highlight the
ways in which a community
can safeguard cultural
heritage from the threats it
faces, highlighting the role
that culture can play as a tool
for resilience-building and
preservation of historical
environments - before, during
and after any type of crisis."

Topics of discussion:

1. The notion of culture of Omran (Baukultur)
or, the culture of the built environments:

=  How can the culture of built environment be defined? How
do we identify and know the characteristics of the living-built

environment and its origins in Arab Culture and Heritage?

= What distinguishes the culture of built environment in the
Arab region? What are the factors affecting the use and
preservation of built environments?

= What are the determinants of the built environment
hierarchy? How do they contribute to the creation of a clearly

built environment/landscape layers for the region?

m  What is the role of the culture of built environment in the

growth and prosperity of human civilization? How is it related
to the social system?



2.

The importance of culture of built

environment in enhancing the role of
communities to sustain cultural heritage:

What is the role of the culture of built environment in building
and leveraging community’s knowledge for the production
of sustainable urban and territorial policies? What is the
role of the community in shaping and enhancing the built
environment culture?

Whatistheimportanceof cultural heritagetothe community?
What role does the community play in preserving and
promoting cultural heritage?

How does cultural heritage contribute to community
development? What role doesit playin creating job opportunities
and economic growth at local and regional levels?

How have heritage and its values inherent in cultural
traditions contributed to inspiring and building tomorrow’s
societies? What are its implications in today’s world?

4. Community-based adaptation and culture-
based resilience:

Examples of community-based adaptation to address natural
hazards and/or climate change.

Examples of community-based adaptation during wars and
conflicts.

What is the role of community-based adaptation in heritage
conservation? What is its role in building community
resilience?

What are the similarities and differences between disaster
risk reduction in times of conflict and following natural
hazards in climate change adaptation?

What is the role of youth and women in achieving community-
based adaptation to address risks and achieve heritage
resilience?

= What are the examples of community’s traditional practices
that promote and sustain cultural heritage?

3. Cultural preparedness as a tool for the

5. Integrating socio-cultural dimensions into
cultural heritage policies, as an approach to
achieve community cohesion, inclusiveness,
and equality for sustaining and preserving
historic environments:

resilience of heritage:

What is the importance of connecting tangible and intangible
heritage in order to preserve the identity of a community and
its historic place and territory?

How to connect heritage and community to promote peace
and resilience during disasters and conflicts?

Can cultural heritage be considered a source of psycho-social
support, as well as a coping mechanism in times of conflict?

How does heritage contribute to a community’s cohesion?
What role does it play in fostering the sense of belongingin a
community and a common identity?

Does heritage help communities inherit and consolidate their
values and beliefs for future generations?

What is the importance of promoting cultural diversity
in alleviating in addressing issues of social and economic
marginalization?

How dointernational organizations and institutions contribute
to directing their programmes to achieve community cohesion
to preserve cultural and heritage values, thereby achieving
inclusiveness and equality among social groups?



Target audience:

The Arab Forum for Cultural Heritage targets professionals,
researchers, practitioners, and activists in the fields of culture and
protection of cultural heritage. That includes but not limited to:

= 3cademics and international and regional researchers;
= regionalandinternational heritage officialsand professionals;
= regional and international cultural heritage NGOs; and,
= representatives of civil society initiatives and cultural heritage

actors; and media specialists and journalists.

The Forum also aims to formulate proposals for decision-makers
that would contribute to developing and enhancing cultural
policies in this area.

Outputs and
expected results:

The intended outcome of the Forum is to provide a platform for a
multidisciplinary dialogue on cultural heritage, communities and
the culture of resilience, which will include:

= Contributing to the field by publishing the Forum’s
deliberations and making them available to specialists and a
wider audience.

= Submitting follow-up recommendations on the Forum’s
results to policy-makers to incorporate them into national
policies, with partner organizations (ALECSO and/or others).

= Establishinga working group of researchers and professionals
specialized in the Arab region in the topic to follow up and
implement the outputs of the Forum.

Forum structure:

Spanning three days, the Forum will be composed of different
sessions led by academics, researchers, and professionals. It will
also include eight sessions that will include panel discussions and
presentations.

Apart from the first session on key concepts, the sessions will
consist of four speakers and a moderator. Lasting one hour each,
these sessions will be followed by a Q&A session lasting 30
minutes.

Forum languages:
Arabic—English

Date and venue:
29 May —1June, 2023 | Sharjah, UAE



FORUM AGENDA | Day 1

9:30—-9:40
9:40—-9:45
9:45-10:05

10:05-10:15
10:15-10:25

10:25-11:00

11:00—-11:20
11:20-12:20
12:20-13:20
13:20-14:20

14:20-15:20:

15:20-16:20

Opening ceremony: Ms Maysoon Azzam
Welcoming remarks (ICCROM-Sharjah), Dr Zaki Aslan
Speeches by partner organizations:

- Speech by DrJohn Robbins, Chairperson of ICCROM Council
- Speech by Dr Mohamed Ould Amar, Director General of ALECSO
- Speech by Dr Abdulaziz Almusallam, Chair of Sharjah Institute for Heritage

Film screening - "A decade in review"
Musical performance - Roots of Mosul band

Session 1: The notion of culture of Omran (Baukultur)

Moderator: Ms Maysoon Azzam
Speakers: Dr Tarek Waly, Dr Wael Samhori, Dr Bastien Varoutsikos and Dr Khalid Kchir

Coffee break and group photo
Session 1cont.

Discussion

Lunch break

Session 2: The importance of culture of built environment in enhancing the role of the
communities and sustaining cultural heritage

Moderator: Dr Claire Dalton
Speakers: Dr Salman Almahari, Dr Mudhafar Salim, Dr Abdulhamid Fenina,
Eng. Lina Abu-Salim and Dr Abdulaziz Touri

Discussion



FORUM AGENDA | Day 2

9:30-10:30:

10:30 —11:30:
11:30—-12:00:

12:00-13:00:

13:00-14:00:
14:00—15:00:

15:00—-16:00:

16:00 —17:00:

Session 3: Cultural preparedness as a tool for resilience of heritage

Moderator: Dr Omar Mekky
Speaker: Dr Amra HadZimuhamedovi¢, Ms Faika Bejaoui, Ms Aparna Tandon and
Ms Leanna Wigboldus

Discussion
Coffee break

Session 4: Community-based adaptation and culture-based resilience: Examples of community-
based adaptation approaches addressing natural disasters and/or climate change

Moderator: Ms Aparna Tandon
Speakers: Dr Sakhr Olabi, Dr Ege Yildirim, Dr Mazin Qumsiyeh and Mr Andrew Potts

Discussion
Lunch break

Session 5: Community-based adaptation and culture-based resilience: Examples of community-
based adaptation approaches addressing natural disasters and/or climate change (cont.)

Moderator: Mr Nasir Aldarmaki
Speakers: Ms Helen Kilo, Dr Fouad Mahdaoui, Ms Haifaa Abdelhalim and
Dr Mohammed Leghdaf

Discussion



FORUM AGENDA | Day 3

9:30-10:30: Session 6: Community-based adaptation and culture-based resilience: Examples of
community-based adaptation during wars and conflicts

Moderator: Dr Youssef Alhassan
Speakers: Arch. Sarkis Khoury, Arch. Amal Abu Elhawa, Arch. Nur Alah Abdelzayed
Valdeolmillos and Mr Nazeer Awad

10:30 —11:30: Discussion
11:30 —12:00: Coffee break

12:00-13:00: Session 7: Continuation: Community-based adaptation and culture-based resilience:
Examples of community-based adaptation during wars and conflicts

Moderator: Dr Ma’'mon Abdulkareem
Speakers: Arch. Nathalie Chahine, Mr Ayoob Thanon, Dr Khair-eldin Elrifae
and Arch. Lama Abboud

13:00—14:00: Discussion
14:00—-15:00: Lunch break

15:00—-16:00: Session 8: Integrating culture of the built environment into national policies as an approach to
achieve resilience of heritage places, community cohesion, inclusiveness and equality

Moderator: DrJeanne Marie Teutonico
Speakers: Mr Rasul Samadov, Arch. Lina Kutiefan, Dr FethiJarrai and Ms Rania Hammad

16:00—17:00: Discussion
17:00—-17:15:  Final notes: Dr Webber Ndoro, Director-General, ICCROM
Ms Manal Ataya, Director-General, Sharjah Museums Authority



FORUM AGENDA | Day 4

®=  Recommendations | Arch. Shireen Sahouri
®  Closing of the forum | Dr Zaki Aslan

= Announcement of the 4th edition of the ICCROM-Sharjah Award for Good Practices in
Cultural Heritage Conservation and Management in the Arab Region, and the 3rd edition
of the Arab Cultural Heritage Award for the Young

= Field trip



Refrences in arabio

The Mugaddimah: Ibn Khaldun’s philosophy of
history

Ibn Khaldun’s Concept of Human Omran and its
Similarity to Modern Sociology, Muhammad Abdo
Al-Sururi, Journal of the College of Arts, Vol. 32, p. 2,
Sana’a University 2009

Al-Omran (The Philosophy of Life in Islamic
Civilization), Khaled Azab, The Egyptian Lebanese
House for Publishing and Distribution, 2022






Opening session:

John Robbins

John Robbins is Chair of the governing
Council of the International Centre
for the Study of the Preservation
and Restoration of Cultural Property
(ICCROM) and Deputy Administrator
at the National Gallery of Art in
Washington, DC, and has served in
senior positions in the US National
Park Service responsible for cultural
heritage. Robbins is an architect
who has specialized in building
conservation for more than 40 years.
Career highlights include the first
Richard Morris Hunt Prize in historic
preservation, and the restoration of
the Statue of Liberty and Liberty Island
in New York.

Mohamed
Ould Amar

Dr Ould Amar, from the Islamic Republic
of Mauritania, has been Director-
General of the Arab League Educational,
Cultural and Scientific Organization
(ALECSO) since May 2019. He holds a
PhD in Economics from the University of
Oran, People’s Democratic Republic of
Algeria. Among his previous positions,
Dr Ould Amar served as Chargé de
Mission, Advisor to His Excellency the
President of the Republic, Minister
of National Education, and Minister
of Culture and Communication. Dr
Mohamed Ould Amarworked as lecturer
in various higher education institutions,
including the Higher Institute of
Occupational Sciences in Nouakchott,
the Faculty of Legal and Economic
Sciences (University of Nouakchott), the
National School of Administration, and
the Higher Institute of Islamic Studies
and Research. Dr Ould Amar authored a
significant number of scientific articles
and studies, covering a range of topics
and issues, related to Mauritania’s
economy and development and among
others.

Abdulaziz
Almusallam

Dr Almusallam is the Chairman of
the Sharjah Institute for Heritage and
the Editor-in-Chief of "Al Mawrooth"
and "Marawed" magazines. He serves
as a visiting professor at local and
international universities and is a key
member of the Sharjah Cultural Project.
He is also a board member of Directors
of the Sharjah Book Authority and
holds memberships in international
organizations specializing in cultural
heritage. Dr Almusallam obtained a
PhD in history and heritage from the
University of Hassan Il in the Kingdom of
Morocco, and an honorary PhD from the
University of Science and Technology
in Meghalaya state, India. He holds
various positions, including Chairman
of the Advisory Council for the MA in
Preserving Cultural Heritage at the
University of Sharjah, and Chairman
of the Advisory Council for the College
of Arts and Humanities at Al Qasimia
University. Dr Almusallam has received
numerous awards, including the title of
Man of Arabian Heritage for 2023 and
the India Award for Excellence from the
Academy of Excellence in India, among
others. Additionally, he has published
several books and studies on cultural
heritage and poetry works.

Zaki Aslan

Dr Zaki Aslan is the Director of
ICCROM-Sharjah, an international
body that works to conserve cultural
heritage in the Middle-East. He is a
conservation architect by trade and has
managed ICCROM’s Cultural Heritage
Conservation in the Arab region
programme from Rome since 2003.
Dr Aslan provided technical advice to
the Arab States in the Mediterranean
and Gulf countries on heritage
conservation, management and
planning, World Heritage procedures,
national heritage strategies and
governance, as well as education.
Dr Aslan holds a PhD in Heritage
Conservation and Management from
the University College London, UK.
He previously worked as consultant
for UNESCO, European Union, and
ICCROM on heritage conservation and
management in the Near East and Arab
countries, including World Heritage
education, training and development
projects. He is a regular commentator
on the destruction of heritage in
the Middle-East and is seeking an
internationally coordinated response.



Session 1:

The notion of
culture of Omran
(Baukultur)

Mayssoun Azzam

(Moderator - Master of Ceremony)

Maysoun Azam is a news anchor and presenter
with over 20 years of experience. Known for
her high level of professionalism, she continues
to be one of the most prominent media figures
in the Arab world. This has led her to work as a
lecturer at the American University in Dubai,
as well as being chosen as a Member of the
Advisory Council for the College of Media and
Communication at the American University in
the UAE (AUE). Maysoun is considered an activist
and supporter of humanitarian work and plays
a vital role in promoting numerous campaigns
of the United Nations and other humanitarian
organizations. Winner of the "Best TV Presenter
in Social Media for Social Affairs" Award at the
7th World Forum for Social Media in Jordan,
and selected for the Ziyad Oudah Awards as the
"Best Media Influencer in Humanitarian Issues”
in Dubai, Maysoun was also honored by the
RNVDO organization, in addition to many other
prestigious awards.

Tarek Wa Iy (Speaker)

Founder and Chairman of the Tarek Waly Center
Architecture and Heritage, Dr Waly has more than
40 years of experience in architecture, urban design
and planning. In 1998, he founded the "Tarek Waly
Center Architecture and Heritage" in Egypt, to
create a platform for recording his theoretical and
practical perspectives on the profession. He has
undertaken the design of diversified projects in
planning, urban and architectural design, heritage
conservation and site management, in Egypt and
across the Arab region. Dr Waly has also published
several publications that reflect his perspective and
extrapolation of architecture, urbanism and heritage.

"Understanding Omran in our Arab Culture - Renewing
the Contemporary Arab Discourse”

Abstract:

The matters concerning Omran in our Arab societies
today, represent a pressing need and a cornerstone at
crossroads in the era of globalization. Omran, as we
understand it, stands against void. It is the creation of
a collective entity based on the cooperation among a
group of people bound by unity of existence and shared
ideas. This is facilitated by the collective mindset, and
consensus around a common essence that is inherited
from the past, understood and recognized for its
lessons in the present, in order to sustain renewal and
change for a better future. Our intellectual heritage
is rich in many cognitive achievements that have
understood the nature of traditions and subtleties of
that visible existence of architecture, in a compatible
way in its time and development with the succession
of ages. Today, with an analytical methodology, we can
read that knowledge to indicate what is reasonable
for our present from what is transferred from our
predecessors — integrating it in its entirety, its diversity
and differences in cognitive axes. Each of these
cognitive achievements carries a distinct and different
intellectual position, but the majority are enlightened
and renewed. They differ in their visions and positions,
and unite in principle and ultimate goal.

Wael Samhouri (speaken

Dr Samhouri is an architect, urban designer and
academic based in Damascus, with a life interest
in sacred architecture. He holds a Masters degree
from the Pratt Institute New York, USA, and a PhD
from the Royal College of Art, UK. He is currently a
professor and Founding Head of three departments
of architecture in Syria, in addition to having his
own architectural studio that implemented several
award winning projects. For the last 20 years, he
has also been a member of the LONAARD Group of
Critics in London, on the Board of Trustees of the
Aga Khan AKDN Foundation, as well as a technical
reviewer for the Aga Khan Award for Architecture
and Al- Fozan Award for Mosque.

Culture of Omran and Resilience of Heritage -
A Re-examination of Concepts and Ideas

Abstract:

How can we establish a new sustainable culture
of Omran? And how can this culture help in the
resilience of heritage or what remains of it? The
greater problem surrounding this question, is what to
do with completely destroyed heritage. Do we rebuild
it? And if so, how? This issue falls within a realm of
culture of Omran that must be addressed, probably
becoming more important than just the issue of
heritage resilience. Between the more active dynamic
seeking solutions and the static passive ones that may
be within reach, the new culture of Omran becomes
fundamentaltoanswerthesequestionsandcontribute
to the drafting of a solution. The notion of culture of
Omran and its relationship with urban heritage must
be defined, free from connotations, distortion and
neglect — both theoretically and practically. Culture
is a concept that derives from an idea of human
innovation. Itis an awareness that manifests itselfin a
collective practice, implicitly agreed-upon, that seeps
into the collective unconscious. Such awareness will
undoubtedly establish the resilience of heritage on
solid foundations and firm convictions.



Khalid Kchir (Speaker)

Dr Khaled Kchir is a Tunisian historian, currently a
professor of Middle Islamic History at the University
of Tunis, and Director of the Laboratory of the Middle
Islamic Arab World, since 2013. His research has
focused on the transmission of knowledge during the
Middle Ages through dictionaries and biographies,
including the Sufadi 1363, with a particular interest
in the relationship between Ibn Khaldun's "Al
Mugaddimah" An Introduction to History and The
Book of Examples. Dr Kchir is also a member of
several committees and editorial boards, including
the National Committee for Military History and the
National Translation Center Committee.

The Omran of Ibn Khaldun: A Key to
Understanding Societies

Abstract:

This presentation focuses on the culture of built
environments and the role that society plays in
preserving heritage — an essential element that
requires awareness for its importance in maintaining
the identity and harmony of a community. In the
context of striving for a better tomorrow and suitable
conditions for everyone, the presentation will explore
what the discoverer of the concept of "Omran", Ibn
Khaldun, wrote in the introduction of his book, not
to glorify his ideas or "genius," but to highlight the
renewal of theoretical approaches to the composition
of human society and its material and moral
components. This is done while avoiding to interpret
Ibn Khaldun’s texts with contemporary concepts, as
some researchers have called for, both in the West
and East. The goal is not to update Ibn Khaldun’s
approaches or adapt them to contemporary readings,
buttodemonstrate howbnKhaldunwas guided by the
necessity of questioning the depths of human society,
clarifying its foundations, manifestations, objectives
and how it can evolve. He witnessed and experimented
with the forms of society and the urbanism that
naturally arises from its nomadic and urban nature.

Bastien Uaroutsikos (speaken

Dr Varoutsikos is a cultural heritage expert and
archaeologist, with over 12 years of experience in
implementation of heritage projects in the Middle
East, the Sahel and Central Asia. He received his Ph.D.
in Anthropology from Harvard University in May 2015.
He is currently the Director for Strategic Development
at the ALIPH Foundation, where he oversees the
implementation of new axes of work such as the
intersection of climate change and cultural heritage.
His activities have focused on scientific and cultural
outreach, intangible heritage documentation
methodology and ethics, and cultural project
management — exploring the relationship between
cultural heritage, politics, media and new technology.

Building Communities, Spaces and Skills: Baukultur
at the Heart of ALIPH’s Work

Abstract:

Baukultur insists on the interplay between cities,
structures, spaces and the people who live in them.
It is a holistic concept that insists on supporting
local, socially responsible and environmentally
sustainable strategies to build and maintain physical
spaces, and support communities. Community-
based approaches have, for decades, provided one
of the few solutions to the issue of program and
environmental sustainability. This approach brings
together the methods and goals of tangible and
intangible heritage into a coherent solution. How is
the raw material used to build going to be impacted
by climate change? What are the social solutions
identified by the community to maintain its urban
space? How does intergenerational knowledge
transfer evolve when communities are scattered?
Understanding this issue in its entirety has been
at the core of the ALIPH Foundation’s work since its
inception.



Session 2:

The importance

of culture of built
environment in
enhancing the role
of the communities
and sustaining
cultural heritage

Clare Dalton
(Moderator)

Clare Dalton is currently the International
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) Head
of Delegation to the United Arab Emirates.
In this capacity, she represents the ICRC in
the UAE and engages closely with the UAE
authorities, as well as supports ICRC work
worldwide to provide humanitarian assistance
to people affected by conflict and armed
violence. Prior to this appointment, she was
the Head of Humanitarian Diplomacy at ICRC’s
Headquarters in Geneva, in addition to having
spent over nine years in the field, in a variety of
challenging posts and conflict-setting.

Salman Al Mahari (speaken

Dr Al Mahari holds a PhD in Archaeology from
Cairo University. Since 2001, he has worked in the
field of archaeology and museums and is currently
the Director of the Antiquities and Museums at
the Bahrain Authority for Culture and Antiquities.
Over the years, he has worked on multiple projects
concerned with raising a community awareness on
the importance of preserving cultural heritage. Dr
Al Mahari has also contributed to the preparation of
nomination files for both the "Pearling Path" and the
"Dilmun Hills Burials" for inscription on the UNESCO
World Heritage List. He is also a member of the Bahrain
History and Antiquities Society and the Arabian Gulf
History and Antiquities Society.

Enhancing the Role of the Community in Preserving
Cultural Heritage in Bahrain

Abstract:

Many archaeological sites, historic cities and heritage
landmarks have been removed in many parts of
the world due to urban expansion. Whether these
decisions were intentional or unintentional acts of
destruction and distortion, the result can be attributed
primarily to the ignorance of the value of these
heritage resources. To limit the threats caused by a
lack of knowledge in the value of cultural heritage,
the Kingdom of Bahrain has sought to give the local
community a prominent role in preserving its heritage
elements by disseminating knowledge and raising
awareness among its members — paving the way for
theirintegration into heritage conservation efforts. For
this reason, in 2021, an initiative was launched with the
aim of enhancing the role of the local community in
preserving archaeological sites entitled "Community
Partnership - Friends of Antiquities". Firmly believing
that preserving cultural heritage is a collective and
community responsibility based on understanding
the importance and value of our heritage resources,
this initiative was followed by multiple community
events which included archaeological site cleaning
campaigns and the "Young Museum Guide" program.

Mudhafar A. Salim (speaken

With practical experience spanning over 20 years, Dr
Salim is specialized in environmental management/
planning, sustainability, climate change and World
Heritage. He has an academic background in
Biology and Environmental Sciences and holds a
PhD in Sustainability. Dr Salim is a member of many
international and national committees related to
environment, protected areas, natural heritage,
World Heritage and sustainability. Over the last 20
years, he has received, designed and delivered many
international training courses, specializing in different
conservation themes. His work involved preparing
national strategic and management plans, including
preparing nomination files for the World Heritage List.

A Castle in the Wind ... Reed Houses in the Southern
Marshes of Iraq and the Resilience of Omran

Abstract:

The culture of Omran of reed houses of the southern
marshes of Iraq reflected a unique style and
architectural design, which was "reed-like" and easy to
understand in its content, but unique in its style and
authenticity, as well as its emulation of the natural
scene and functional harmony with the environment.
What makes this Omran remarkable is its resilience
for thousands of years and its continued use to date.
However, due to extreme climate conditions and
drought waves affecting the marshland environment,
many people have left their areas and original
profession of buffalo breeding, seeking easy jobs in
cities, abandoning a unique lifestyle that has lasted for
thousands of years in a short period. The current scene
that miners are living in, either forcibly (due to water
scarcity) or voluntarily (due to their choice of an easier
life), may sound the alarm for the disappearance of the
unique reed-based Omran in the southern marshes of
Iraq and from the region and the world. This requires
careful consideration of how to restore this past urban
style and preserve it by adopting a set of measures
as a valuable and sustainable heritage for future
generations.



Abdelhamid Fenina (speaken

Dr Abdelhamid Fenina is a Tunisian Professor of
Islamic History and Archaeology, with a PhD in
humanities and social studies from the Université de
Versailles Saint-Quentin-En-Yvelines and a Doctorate
from the University of Paris-Sorbonne. Promoted
to Professor in 2075, he is currently the Dean of the
Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences at the
University of Tunis. Dr Fenina has been a member
of ICOMOS Tunisia, the Tunisian Association of
Historical Studies, and a Founding Member of the
"Association des Amis du Patrimoine". He has taught
modern and medieval Western and Eastern history,
as well as Islamic archaeology, participating in
research, publishing multiple books and articles, in
addition to receiving the Drouin Prize.

The Role of Training and Research in Tunisian
Universities Addressing the Preservation Cultural
Heritage

Abstract:

The Tunisian Government places great importance
on training and research in the field of cultural
heritage in order to preserve Tunisia’s tangible
and intangible cultural heritage and to value this
rich heritage within the framework of sustainable
development for the country. This is not an
easy task, as it requires significant financial and
human resources. Training inTunisian universities,
especially within the framework of master’s and
doctoral degrees, has contributed to the graduation
of specialized researchers with the necessary
competence to care for, study and value cultural
heritage in multiple sectors, while integrating it into
the country’s social and economic system. At the
same time, efforts are made to preserve and address
cultural heritage, as it is impossible to benefit from
the study of cultural heritage, both tangible and
intangible, without a precise understanding of its
historical formation process.

Abdelaziz Touri (speaken

Dr Touri is the CEO of the Moroccan Association for
Archaeology and Heritage. He holds a Doctorate
in Archaeology and Islamic Art History from the
Sorbonne University in Paris (1987), and a Doctorate
of the Third Cycle in Archaeology and Islamic Art
History from Sorbonne University in Paris (1980),
in addition to a Bachelor’s degree in History (1972)
from Mohammed V University in Rabat. He has held
several positions, including that of Director of the
Archaeological Research and Exploration Program in
the Jbala Ghamara region and in the Dades region,
and Director of the Archaeological Research Program
at the Sidi Chiker site. Dr Touri is also a member of the
scientific team for the formulation and writing of the
"Encyclopedia of Morocco" (27 volumes).

The Interaction Between Local Knowledge and
Archaeological Expertise: The Experience of "Aqiliz"
Site, the Cradle of the Almohad Movement in
Morocco

Abstract:

In 2004, scientific interest in the Aqiliz site began. Its
geographical location was not easy to determine as
the contemporary writings related to the site and
its role did not accurately refer to its location. As
the material remains that could attract attention
or raise questions about it were very few, it led to it
remaining almost abandoned since the Middle Ages.
This situation made it a unique site for studying a
mountainous rural community in a remote area.
It provided an opportunity for the research team
responsible for studying the site to develop a plan
that integrated various archaeological disciplines, as
the importance of the site was not limited to being
the cradle of the Almohad call, due to the material
evidence that enriched the knowledge regarding the
ways of life of the inhabitants of the Little Atlas region
during the Middle Ages.

Lina Abu Salim (Speaker)

Lina Abu Salim is a highly experienced site manager
with over 20 years of expertise in heritage, cultural
resources and site management. As a practicing
architect specializing in urban regeneration and
adaptive reuse, she has played a crucial role in
conserving and managing the historic As-Salt Old City,
Jordan. Her notable achievements include leading
the technical team in the renovation and adaptive
reuse project for the prestigious Falah Alhammad
Archaeological house. She is actively involved in
endorsing and implementing management and
conservation plans for the World Heritage Site "As-
Salt: The Place of Tolerance and Urban Hospitality."

Omran Culture in Local Community Development and
Cultural Heritage Sustainability

Abstract:

The built architectural and urban production can
be classified into two main methods that aim to
achieve preservation and sustainability of heritage:
first approach is by the reproduction of heritage
vocabulary, meaningly, replicating heritage elements
and shapes in modern architecture not related
to their original function. Second approach is the
symbolic adaptation of heritage inspired structures,
which produced effective mechanisms that led to the
implementation of this heritage into an architectural
style that meets the modern needs, yet it doesn't
replicate heritage elements as they are, but it produces
an urban character that preserves the cultural identity
of the local environment. In addition to adopting
the concepts of sustainability in drawing inspiration
from the architectural and urban heritage, and since
traditional knowledge is a cultural product and a
historical outcome of the interaction of the people of
different local communities with their surrounding
environment and with their local resources, efforts
must be harnessed and activated to revive this
knowledge among local communities and preserve it.
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Cultural
preparednessasa
tool for resilience
of heritage

Omar Mekky

(Moderator)

Omar holds a bachelor of Law degree from
Alexandria University, Egypt, a master’s degree
in Law (LLM) and in International Human Rights
Law from Saint Thomas University School
of Law, as well as Postgraduate Diploma in
International Criminal Law from Salzburg Law
School and a PhD degree in International Law
fromthe Graduate Institute of Internationaland
Development Studies (IHEID). He is currently
the Legal Coordinator for the Middle East and
North Africa, International Committee of the
Red Cross (ICRC). Some of his previous Positions
include Public Prosecutor in the Egyptian
Judicial Authority, Fellow Legal Researcher at
Johns Hopkins Investigative Assistant in the
Bahrain Independent Commission of Inquiry,
Legal Adviser at the ICRC Regional Delegation
for the Gulf Cooperation Council and Judge in
the Egyptian Courts of First Instance (Seconded
to the ICRC).

.7

Amra Hadzimuhamedovi¢
(Speaker)

Dr. HadZimuhamedovic is the Director of the Centre
for Cultural Heritage, International Forum Bosnia.
She has been the leading expert in the process of
implementation of Annex 8 of the Dayton Peace Accord
for Bosnia and Herzegovina, and managing diverse
projects regarding the integration of cultural heritage
into postwar recovery in Bosnia, Kosovo, Palestine
and Irag. She has worked as a consultant for UNESCO,
ICCROM, the World Bank, ICOMOS International, OSCE,
ARC-WH and Welfare, among others. She has taught
History of Architecture and Architectural Conservation
at the International University of Sarajevo (2010-2019),
guest-lectured at universities in the USA and Europe.
She s also one of the founders of HIDR which includes
ISSYH, a school for sustainable, inclusive, resilient and
holistic recovery of heritage.

Inclusive Heritage Discourse in Forecasting Cultural
Heritage Destruction and Building Societal Resilience

Abstract:

Thetheoryofaninclusive heritage discoursein building
resilience will be presented through a comparative
analysis of the cases of Mosul and Sarajevo. The
Bosnian cultural phenomenon of komsiluk is a unique
combination of the concepts of Omran and Ta'awun.
Komsiluk is a physical neighborhood that is part of
the Bosnian historic urban landscape. It embodies
principles of sustainable use of space, construction
methods and materials, harmony of house forms and
natural settings, as well as the balance between the
privacy of family life and social encounters. Beyond its
morphology, komsiluk is a social concept that refers
to good neighborliness and communal solidarity,
deeply ingrained in Bosnian tradition. While physical
structures suffered serious damages during the siege
of Sarajevo, the komsiluk played a significant role in
helping people to survive and recover in the aftermath
of the war, providing adaptability of community and
urban structure to the violent changes.

Faika BéjBOU I (speaker)

Faika is an architect and urban designer. From 1982 to
2014, she held various positions within the Association
for the Safeguarding of the Medina of Tunis (ASM).
Between 2014 to 2016 she worked as a heritage expert
for ALECSO (Arab League Organization for Culture,
Education and Sciences), and is currently teaching at
the School of Architecture and Urban Planningin Tunis.
She’s Laureate Aga Khan Award of Architecture 2010 for
the project of rehabilitation and requalification of the
city of the nineteenth twentieth centuries, in addition
to being president of National Committee of ICOMOS,
Vice President of CIVVIH (International Committee of
Cities and Historic Villages (ICOMOS) and member
of the Steering Committee of the Association for the
protection of the medina of Tunis.

Sustainable Preservation Strategy: Mechanisms and
Tools of the Historic City of Tunis

Abstract:

The intervention addresses the economic foundations
for sustainable management of urban heritage sites
and identifies the tools through the experience of the
historic city of Tunis, sustainable urban heritage, and
a comparison between these concepts. Identifying
the various economic foundations for sustainability,
particularly in urban heritage areas, the presentation
also presents various mechanisms and tools that
would establish and activate economicfoundations for
sustainability in urban heritage areas. Additionally, the
intervention discusses the practical aspect by taking
the historic city of Tunis as a model for architectural
heritage, evaluating the economic revitalization
cycle of the heritage building, providing sustainable
financing, and carefully determining investment
priorities. This includes sustainable financing, the
utilization of successful partnerships, flexibility and
efficiency in the intervention methods, in addition
to the methodologies required to contribute to the
emergence of the idea of preserving historical and
heritage buildings with the methodology used in the
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.



Aparna Tandon (speaken

Aparna Tandon is a Senior Programme Leader at
ICCROM. She leads the strategic design, partnership
development, resource mobilization, as well as
implementation of the First Aid and Resilience for
Cultural Heritage in Times of Crisis (FAR). Aparna
has an MA in Art Conservation and she specializes
in disaster risk reduction and post conflict recovery
of all forms of heritage. Over the past decade,
Aparna has been working to integrate cultural
heritage safeguard with humanitarian assistance,
development planning and peacebuilding. She has
been an Inlaks Scholar, a Fulbright Arts Fellow and a
Getty Conservation Guest Scholar.

From Climate Change to a Climate Chance: Using
Heritage for Climate Action and Disaster Risk
Reduction

Abstract:

This presentation will make a case for using
knowledge embedded in tangible and intangible
heritage for promoting climate action, reducing
disaster risk and building sustainable peace. It is
based on the idea that every place has a climate-
culture story that is rooted in the lived experiences
of the local communities and their sustainable
resource-use practices which stem from years
of human-earth interactions. It will explain how
ICCROM’s cascading capacity development project,
Net Zero: Heritage for Climate Action is helping
to reduce risk of extreme hazard events, while
promoting culture-based climate change mitigation
and adaptation strategies in Rosetta, Egypt and four
other climate hot-spots around the world. The results
of the project will inform wider policy and practice,
as well as help design training curricula for heritage-
based climate action. The presentation will also list
some of the tools ICCROM’s First Aid and Resilience
in Times of Crisis (FAR) Programme has developed to
enhance disaster resilience for heritage and cultural
bearers.

Leanna Wigboldus (speaken

Leanna Wigboldus is an ICOMOS Canada Emerging
Professional and current PhD student in World
Heritage at University College Dublin (UCD). She
holds a BA from the University of Guelph and has
received an MSc in World Heritage Management
and Conservation from UCD and a Certificate
in Environmental Sustainability from the same
institution. Leanna has worked on several national
and international heritage research contracts,
including with Heritage Malta, the ICOMOS
International Secretariat and CAHP. She received a
Government of Ireland Postgraduate Scholarship
(2019) from the Irish Research Council, a National
University of Ireland Award (2020), and the Jacques
Dalibard Award from ICOMOS Canada (2022).1n 2022,
she was selected as the ICOMOS Focal Point for the
Climate Heritage Network.

Understanding Resilience in Agro-Pastoral
Continuing Cultural Landscapes

Abstract:

This  presentation considers the traditional
knowledge and biocultural practices of various
stakeholders in the management of evolving agro-
pastoral cultural landscapes, and the importance of
theirinsights and contributions to creating continuity
in landscape structures. Relevant literature reviews,
case studies, site visits and stakeholder interviews
provide examples of how traditional practices have
contributed to adaptation within these landscapes,
thus playing a key role in landscape continuity.
Three agro-pastoral World Heritage sites selected -
Hortobagy National Park, the Agricultural Landscape
of Southern Oland, and the English Lake District - all
illustrate the fundamental contribution of traditional
knowledge and practices to the resilience and
continuity of cultural landscapes. The results provide
a basis on which continuing cultural landscapes
can build to ensure their continuity and resilience
through adaptation to meet environmental, cultural
and social challenges.
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disasters and/or
climate change

Aparna Tandon

(Moderator)

Sakhr Olabi (speaken

Dr. Sakhr Olabi is an architect and urban planner.
He holds a Bachelor’s degree in Architecture from
Aleppo University, a Diploma in the History of Arabic
Sciences, and a PhD in Architecture from Dresden
University in Germany. He currently serves as the
Director of Antiquities in Aleppo and has previously
held several academic positions at the Faculty of
Architecture in Aleppo, as well as the Arab Scientific
Heritage Institute. He was also the Dean of the
Faculty of Architecture and the Institute of Heritage.
He has participated in several conferences and
seminars on environmental protection and heritage
conservation, and has translated several resources
related to the old city of Aleppo and urban heritage.
Dr. Olabi also works in the field of design and
restoration, where he has designed several public
buildings and urban projects, in addition to restoring
several archaeological sites. He has also served as
the project manager for the restoration of the Great
Umayyad Mosque.

Urban Heritage... Challenges and Perspectives

Abstract:

This presentation will focus on urban heritage, and
more specifically on UNESCO-listed urban heritage
located within the old city, and its challenges and
the interaction of the local community with it. The
entire registered Old City of Aleppo will be used as a
case study. This unique urban heritage has survived
through the ages, bearing the imprints of all eras and
remained a vibrant urban center until the mid-20th
century, while modern urbanization spread outside
the boundaries of the Old city since the late 19th
century, posing a constant challenge to traditional
heritage. The Old City has become a center of
attraction for affluent and non-conservative social
segments, gradually turning it into part of the urban
heritage of the city.

Andrew S. Potts (Speaker)

Andrew Potts is the Adviser to Europa Nostra and
the European Heritage Hub on sustainability and
climate action. Prior to joining Europa Nostra, Mr
Potts founded and coordinated the Secretariat of the
Climate Heritage Network (www.climateheritage.
org). His work with the CHN continues at Europa
Nostra, which is the Co-Chair of the CHN’s European
Region, and formerly served as the Coordinator of
the Climate Change and Heritage Working Group of
the Paris-based International Council on Monuments
and Sites (ICOMOS). He has made culture and climate
change his focus since 2015.

Community-based Adaptation and Culture-

based Resilience: Examples of Community-based
Adaptation Approaches Addressing Natural Disasters
and/ or Climate Change

Abstract:

Thistalk will presentthe UN RacetoResilience Culture
Campaign, providing examples to illustrate each
of the five dimensions of "culture-based strategies
for making people more resilient" identified in the
campaign. The presentation will conclude by tying
this to the 2023 UN Climate Conference, COP28, to
be held in Dubai in December, including work on the
new Global Goal on Adaptation and Loss and Damage
Finance.



Mazin Qumsiyeh (speaken

Professor Mazin Qumsiyeh is a professor and
researcher at Bethlehem and Birzeit Universities. He
is founder and director of the Palestine Museum of
Natural History (PMNH) and the Palestine Institute
for Biodiversity and Sustainability (PIBS) at Bethlehem
University. Prof Qumsiyeh published over 170 scientific
papers on topics ranging from cultural heritage to
human rights, and from biodiversity to cancer. He
also published hundreds of book chapters, reports
(including national strategy reports), articles, opinion
pieces and letters to the editor.

Valorizing Culture Heritage to Respond to Modern
Threats to our Environment: Lessons from Palestine

Abstract:

Palestine is the western part of the Fertile Crescent
where humans first domesticated plants and animals
over 12 millenia ago. Thus, the relation of landscape
and nature to people constitutes our greatest cultural
heritage. Colonization and occupation work to sever
that link of people to land. Thus, we cannot hope to
preserve either cultural or natural landscape without
reconnecting to our roots. Using the example of the
work of the Palestine Museum of Natural History, it
is argued that it is possible to do this by researching,
exhibiting and educating. The aim is to centralize
this knowledge by gathering it from published and
unpublished, creating a library, both physical and
digital, as well as publish manuals of the material
and abbreviated knowledge, and disseminate the
knowledge of value to the population. Narratives of
how our ancestors were in proximity to nature, and
how the skills they developed — organic farming, rain
harvesting, using traditional seeds, gathering wild
plants for food and medicine —could also help improve
sustainability today. Reconnecting to our cultural
heritage, via museums and other educational tools,
can help us respond to climate change, pollution and
other threats to our livelihoods.

Ege Yildirim (Speaker)

Dr. A. Ege Yildirim is a heritage planner with 25 years
of experience working in Turkey and internationally.
She was a Fulbright Scholar at Pratt Institute, New
York (2006-07). Based in Istanbul since 2013, she is
an independent consultant, scholar and activist. She
previously held positions at KA-BA Architecture Ltd,
Ankara, Abu Dhabi Authority for Culture & Heritage,
UAE, and the EU-Turkey Anatolian Archaeology and
Cultural Heritage Institute project. She was site
manager of the Historic Guild Town of Mudurnu
(2015-20), where she recently founded the investment
platform, Terra Mudurnu, in addition to the ICOMOS
Focal Point for the SDGs (2016-20).

Governance and Community Organizing for
Heritage Protection and Sustainability: Some
Policy Highlights and Examples from Tiirkiye and
elsewhere

Abstract:

This intervention will seek to present an array of
experiences and ideas related to governance for
heritage protection and sustainability, in addition to
how local, national and international communities of
place and practice organize to respond to threats and
crises. The ICOMOS Sustainable Development Goals
Working Group issued the ICOMOS Policy Guidance for
Heritage and the SDGs in 2021. Focus will be giventoa
selection of the case studies from the Policy Guidance
that exemplify each of the Global Goals that have
strong elements of community-based adaptation and
resilience. Information will be shared on the various
heritage responses to the February 2023 earthquake
that shook southeast Tiirkiye and Syria, at the levels
of national and local government, non-governmental
organizations and civil society, including expert
networks such as the national committees of
ICOMOS and Europa Nostra. This all suggests that risk
preparedness is inevitably becoming a fundamental
part of heritage management and the way we
conceive of our relationship with our built and natural
environment.
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Nasir Aldarmaki
(Moderator)

Nasir Al-Darmaki is the Chairman of the Board of the
National Committee of ICOM in the UAE. He has also
been serving as the Director of Museum Planning
and Strategies at the Sharjah Museums Authority
since July 2020. He oversees the museum’s curators
in developing their strategic plans to align the
organizational objectives of the Sharjah Museums
Authority with the set goals, which achieves
the aspirations of the pioneering in the Emirate
of Sharjah and the United Arab Emirates. The
museum’s plans focus on achieving comprehensive
improvements and implementing programs that
target visitors and cater to their preferences. Nasir
obtained a Master’s in Business Administration from
the University of Sharjah in 2016 and participated in
the Executive Leadership Program at the University
of Cambridge in the United Kingdom.

Haifaa Abedelhaleem (speaken

Ms Haifaa Abedalhaleem holds a Master’s degree
in Management and Development of Heritage
and Touristic Sites and specializes in the impact
of climate change and its relation to sustainable
development. She has worked for IUCN for over 12
years. Ms Abedelhaleem has been the driving force
behind the successful IUCN-Tabe’a Programme and
has developed a knowledge of World Heritage and
the Arab States’ regional context, drivers, as well
as political and communal factors. She has worked
beyond World Heritage into more broad-based within
the last 15 years of her career. She currently works
on several projects related to the impact of climate
change on cultural heritage in Jordan and elsewhere.

The Importance of Traditional Practices in Climate
Change Adaptation: Empowering Communities to
Build Resilience

Abstract:

This presentation will focus on the intangible side of
heritage, namely, the living traditional practices, and
their direct relation to human beings, economy, social
stability, and even political stability. Climate change
has had a significant impact on the environment’s
ability to provide effective environmental services
as before, weakening the economic and social
capacity of people living in areas affected by climate
change to sustainably continue living in those areas.
Therefore, finding solutions to deal with these
changes and adapt to them becomes difficult for
them due to the speed of these changes, the inability
of traditional practices to keep up with their pace,
or even the inability to understand or anticipate
those changes and their causes and impacts. As a
result, many of them resort to migration in search of
other livelihoods or exhaust natural resources to the
maximum, affecting their sustainability. What are
the practices that can contribute to enabling these
practices to respond to changes, adding or enhancing
their resilience to the impacts of climate change?

Mohamed Laghdaf (speaken

Dr Laghdaf is currently the Secretary General of
the National Council for Cultural Heritage and the
Director of Cultural Heritage at the Ministry of
Culture, Youth, Sports and Relations with Parliament.
He previously worked as a Development Manager
at Binor & Associates, the Director of Finance and
Administration for the World Bank, Mauritania-
funded community development project, DAF for
Natural Resources Management Project in the
Rain Zone (PGRNP), and Head of Department:
Procurement of the Center of Studies, Research,
Council, Analysis and Prospective (CERCAP).

Desert Architecture in Mauritania: Conservation
Mechanisms and Factors of Resilience

Abstract:

Architecture in the Arab rgion has traditionally relied
on natural materials without human interventions
in their composition. Stone has been preferred and
skillfully carved, polished and decorated, achieving
sustainability for nature - in which Mauritanian
architecture has distinguished itself. Architecture is
defined as the art of designing and building spaces
and volumes designated to accommodate human
functions and activities, as well as the technical and
material civilizational achievements of a society
within a specific historical period and environment.
Mauritanian desert architecture includes religious and
civil architecture. Mauritania has known generations
of cities throughout history, some of which are now
extinct, and the semi-urban fabric of these cities has
been influenced by what was prevailing in Islamic
cities, such as the creation of urban plans for markets
and gathering spaces for caravans, as well as Rahba,
Zillilah and Abnab, which are platforms for sitting and
large collective stores. This national cultural heritage
draws on Northern Saharan and Southern Sudanese
cultures. This human heritage requires preservation,
restoration, valorization, and documentation to
enrich collective memory and transmit it to future
generations.



Helene Kilo (speaken

Helene Kilo holds a Bachelor's degree in Civil
Engineering from Aleppo University. She worked at
the Directorate of Antiquities and Museums (DGAM)
in Aleppo from 1991 to 2022 where she held several
positions, including Deputy Head of the Buildings
Department, Head of the Buildings Department,
Head of the Management of Archaeological Sites
Department, Secretary of the Folk Traditions
Museum, and Director of Antiquities and Museums in
Aleppo. Currently, Helene owns a private engineering
office specialized in antiquities, and also works as a
practicing engineer with the organization "Molh Al-
Ard" (Salt), which is responsible for the restoration of
damaged houses after the earthquake.

Challenges of Humanity and Nature on the Historic
City of Aleppo

Abstract:

This presentation will focus on the ancient city of
Aleppo, which is considered the oldest inhabited city
in history, exploring the reasons for the resilience
of its cultural heritage, especially its architecture,
in the face of a series of challenges that no other
city has experienced with such rapid frequency. The
devastating earthquake that struck less than 4 months
ago hit a city that had not yet recovered from the
effects of the long war, and had to face the challenge
of nature, after that of humanity. The presentation
will focus on the reasons for the city’s architectural
resilience after the earthquake: the most important
factor being the building materials and methods on
one hand, and the people of Aleppo on the other. The
role of local initiatives and civil society associations
concerned with heritage cannot be ignored, as they
have had a distinctive role in post-war phases and now
in post-earthquake phases. To not overlook are also
the role of the relevant authorities in Aleppo in the
resilience of architecture, such as the DGAM of Aleppo,
the City Council, the Aleppo Governorate Council,
and others in monitoring the application of laws and
preventing informality in work.

Fouad Mahdaoui (speaken)

Dr Fouad Mahdaoui is a graduate of the National
Institute of Archaeology and Heritage Sciences.
He is a researcher in Islamic antiquities and an
international expert in the field of manuscript
heritage. He currently holds the position of Regional
Director for the Culture Sector in the Fes-Meknes
region. He is also the founding member and current
president of the Moroccan National Committee for
the Memory of the World program, a former member
of the advisory committee for the Moroccan Archives
Foundation, and has published several books.

Sustainable Cultural Heritage and Challenges in
Preserving the Ancient Urban Fabric, the Case of
Fes City

Abstract:

This paper aims to review the Moroccan experience
in the field of sustainable cultural heritage and
challenges in preserving the ancient urban fabric
of the city of Fes. It highlights the strengths of
rehabilitation programs that involve the community
in ensuring the sustainability of cultural heritage
and historical ~ environments.  Undoubtedly,
discussing the fundamental stages in activating a
series of rehabilitation programs for the city starts
with focusing on reducing population density in
the ancient fabric of the city. A second phase sees
the restoration of its archaeological structures at
risk of collapse, encouraging the population to
take an interest in traditional industries and crafts,
and linking it to the authentic urban planning of
the city. If heritage is considered a fundamental
element in strengthening the sense of belonging
and identity, involving the community in preserving
it is a cornerstone in sustainable development for
our countries.
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Yousif Alhassan
(Moderator)

Dr Youssef Al Hassan is an Emirati writer
and intellectual. He holds a Ph.D. in Political
Science. He is the co-founder of the newspaper
"Al Khaleej" and the magazine "Al Sharg" and
served as their first editor-in-chief. He has held
several diplomatic positions both domestically
and internationally, including his most recent
role as the Director-General of the Diplomatic
Institute with the rank of Ambassador. He is
a board member of numerous research and
intellectual centers and universities, including
the Center for Arab Unity Studies, Arab Thought
Forum, Lebanese International University, Gulf
Studies Center and Arab Peace Group. He is a
researcher and activist in Arab and international
institutions for interfaith and intercultural
dialogue, and has published numerous research
papers, articles and books (43 books) in the
fields of politics, culture, and intellectualism, in
addition to having several awards.

Sarkis Khouri (speaken

Sarkis Khoury is the Director General of Antiquities in
Lebanon. He holds a diploma in Architecture from the
Holy Spirit University of Kaslik and a postgraduate’s
diploma in Restoration from the Lebanese University.
He is a Council Member of ICCROM and a member of
the International Committee for the Conservation
of the Cultural Heritage of Historic Towns and
Villages (ICOMOS). With 15 years of experience in the
restoration of antiquities and heritage buildings, he
has participated in the restoration of Tripoli Castle,
Khan Al Azm and the old markets in Tripoli, as well as
the Maronite Patriarchate Headquarters in Dimane.
He has led several projects in the preservation of
cultural heritage in Lebanon, the latest being the
reconstruction project for buildings damaged by
the Beirut port explosion, which won the ICCROM
Sharjah Award in 2022.

The Beirut Assist Cultural Heritage (BACH)

Abstract:

The Beirut Assist Cultural Heritage (BACH) project
was a response to the devastating blast at Beirut Port
in August 2020. It aimed to preserve and restore the
urban, social,economic,and architectural values ofthe
historical neighborhoods surrounding the port. BACH
implemented urgent measures such as stabilizing
buildings, protecting roofs, documenting heritage
assets, and training construction professionals. The
project encompassed a vast area of approximately
2-2.5 million square meters and over 600 historic
buildings. While the exact cost remains unknown,
significant funding was allocated for propping,
restoration, and pilot projects. BACH collaborated
with UNESCO, ICCROM, ALIPH, DAI,(BHI), ICOMOS
Lebanon, (IFPO), the UNHCR, (CRC-LU), APSAD, (ACA),
AUB Urban Lab, and other local organizations to
ensure successful conservation efforts. Multiple
NGOs contributed to the rehabilitation and
resettlement actions. The rescue phase is complete,
but the reconstruction of Beirut’s destroyed parts is
still underway.

Nur Alah Abdelzayed
Valdeolmillos (speaken

Architect Abdelzayed Valdeolmillos holds a master’s
degree in Restoration and Conservation of Historic
Buildings from IUAV University in Venice, Italy (2007).
She holds a BA in Architecture and Urban Planning
from the University of Benghazi - Libya (2004). Since
2010, she has been working as a Senior Architect at
Qatar Foundation. She is the Foundation’s heritage
expert and responsible for protecting its heritage
sites. She is also an active member of the Qatari
heritage scene and has recently participated in the
working groups drafting the Cultural Heritage Law
in Qatar. She is currently doing her doctoral studies
as a researcher in post-conflict heritage recovery
through a dual program between Qatar University
and the Politecnico di Milano, Italy.

From the Shock of Conflict to the Shock of
Reconstruction for the Inhabitants of Benghazi,
Libya

Abstract:

This presentation will address the challenges of
preserving cultural heritage in the face of political
and security instability resulting from armed
conflicts, by examining the case of the city of
Benghazi. It will also discuss the importance of
the objectives of reconstruction, which should aim
to lift the community out of the shock of war and
elevate it to a future that befits human dignity
and rights, achieves sustainable urban growth and
provides stability. The role of cultural heritage in
this context will be highlighted, as it preserves the
history and identity of cities that hold memories
of their inhabitants, and serves as a means of
addressing the shock of communities and ensuring
their safety and stability. This presentation will also
demonstrate the need for the community to express
its identity, by examining the case of the inhabitants
of central Benghazi and their use of social media to
meet this need when it is lost in reality.



Amal Abuelhawa (speaken

Amal Abuelhawa leads Taawon’s Old City of
Jerusalem Revitalization Program (OCJRP). Holding
a bachelor’s degree in architecture and a master’s
degree in archaeology and Islamic architecture, Amal
was selected in 2012 by the World Heritage Center—
UNESCO to provide technical advice to the Arab
states on issues related to heritage conservation,
management, and world heritage procedures. She
previously worked as a specialized consultant to
the UNESCO National Office in Irag. In addition,
Amal joined The UNDP Program of Assistance to
the Palestinian People (PAPP) between 2014-2017,
where she led the Development of Cultural Tourism
Program in Palestine.

Old City of Jerusalem Revitalisation Program -
Welfare Association

Abstract:

Preserving cultural heritage, both tangible and
intangible, with its various tools has been a subject
of debate among experts for many years. Treaties
and conventions have been drawn up to define the
necessary frameworks for dealing with cultural
heritage and its preservation mechanisms that
are in line with its various values, authenticity, and
characteristics. This is based on the importance that
heritage and culture have for societies, countries, and
humanity as a whole. Perhaps, the most important
issue discussed over the years is the involvement
of communities and enhancing their role in
heritage and culture issues, due to the positive and
constructive effects it has on preserving heritage, its
sustainability and increasing its supporters. Although
this role is still incomplete, the efforts made by many
international and local organizations and institutions
have had the greatest impact on enhancing the role
of communities. The presention will focus on the case
study of Palestine, specifically within the Old City
of Jerusalem, highlighting the role of the OCIRP in
involving the community in the process of preserving
historical heritage.

Nazeer Awad (speaken

Mr Awad is an experienced professional with a strong
background in history and archaeology. Currently
serving as the Director General of Antiquities and
Museums (DGAM) in Damascus, Syria, he also
held other leadership positions within the DGAM.
With extensive scientific fieldwork experience, Mr
Awad has contributed to numerous missions and
surveys, both nationally and internationally. He has
played key roles in excavations, documentation and
preservation efforts in significant archaeological
sites. Mr Awad has also publishing research articles
and delivering lectures at Damascus University.

Cultural Heritage in Syria and Risk Management

Abstract:

In recent years, many countries in the region,
including Syria, have witnessed unfortunate
events that have negatively affected their urban
and cultural heritage. These countries have been
subjected to numerous threats and risks, placing
their communities and governments in difficult
challenges to manage and preserve their cultural
heritage during times of war and crisis, and in
absence of necessary pre-established plans. Some
events have led to the destruction of cultural heritage
sites in Syria, including sites registered on the World
Heritage List, such as the historic city of Aleppo.
Aleppo has suffered damage that affected its urban
structure: markets, residential houses, caravanserais,
and places of worship. The city was deserted and
craftsmen abandoned their traditional workshops.
Studying this case and other cases in societies that
have experienced similar disasters helps develop
means, tools, and the role of relevant international
institutions. Can we take proactive steps or measures
to protect the cultural heritage of communities that
may face similar disasters? This challenge still exists
in the Syrian case, while institutions and associations
continue to work day and night to minimize the
catastrophe and reduce the extent of damage.



Session 7:

Cont. :Community-
based adaptation
and culture-based
resilience: Examples
of community-
based adaptation
approaches during
wars and conflicts

Mamon Abdulkareem
(Moderator)

Dr. Abdulkareem has been a professor in the
Department of History at the University of Sharjah
since September 2022. Prof. Abdulkarim obtained his
PhD from the University of Versailles-Saint-Quentin
(France) in Archaeology and Ancient History. He
was appointed to the University of Damascus in
2000 and graduated to become a Full Professor
in the Department of Archaeology in 2011. He was
appointed as Director of the Scientific and Museum
Affairs in the General Directorate of Antiquities and
Museums, between 2000 and 2004. He previously
served as Head of the Archeology Department at
Damascus University Director General of Antiquities
and Museums and from 2008, he has also been
working as an independent expert for UNESCO.
Since 2000 he worked in the field as co-director of
the joint French Syrian archaeological mission in
northern Syria (the dead cities or ancient villages in
northern Syria). Furthermore, he also worked as co-
director of the Syrian-British mission between 2000
and 2006 in the Homs region in central Syria.

Ayoob Thanoon (speaken

Ayoob Thanoon is President of the Mosul Heritage
Foundation and the Ambassador of the initiative
to "Revive the Spirit of Mosul", and a graduate of
ICCROM’s First Aid for Cultural Heritage in Times of
Crisis programme. He is an activistin community work,
focusing on documenting and preserving heritage
in Mosul and in the Nineveh Governorate, Iraq. This
work culminated with the establishment of the Mosul
Heritage Foundation for Culture and Development.
Mr Thanoon works as a project manager in "Volunteer
with Us" - The city of Nineveh Received the Prince
Muhammad bin Fahd International Foundation Medal
for the best volunteer work, organized by the Arab
Voluntary Union in 2018 for the "Danaber Revolution
initiative to remove the ruins of war".

Community-based Adaptation and Culture-based
Resilience in Mosul City

Abstract:

Mosul is a historical city and the center of Nineveh
Province, divided by Tigris River. The right side of Mosul
contains the ancient city of Mosul with its important
landmarks, heritage houses and the left side contains
the Nergal Gate and the ancient Assyrian Kingdom.
Between 2014 and 2017, Mosul went through a dark
period in its history. The war not only affected the local
community in terms of poverty, destitution, absence
of education and terrorism, but also resulted in the
destruction of infrastructure, buildings, historical
landmarks and heritage sites in Mosul. Declared a
devastated city, the community was faced with two
choices: either reject the new reality of destruction
and devastation, becoming victims of a war they had
no role in, or contribute to the revival of their heritage
by preserving their heritage and adapting to the new
reality as a starting point for change and improvement.
Individual efforts began by documenting house
entrances, heritage sites, eveolving in a project led by
a team of volunteers who took it upon themselves to
save what remains of Mosul’s cultural heritage.

Nathalie Chahine (speaken

Nathalie Chahine is a conservation architect. She
has been involved in leading and participating in
the rehabilitation of heritage sites and monuments
(2003). She has been involved in research projects
in old cities, collaborating with the German Orient
Institute, and has been working with the German
Archaeological Institute to train Syrian and Lebanese
architects and craftsmen on the techniques of
restoration. Member of the initiative of Beirut Built
Heritage Rescue to save damaged heritage following
the August explosion. She co-wrote a manual on the
rehabilitation of Beirut’s houses and another on the
lime techniques used in Lebanese architecture.

Title: The example of the Lebanese Community-
based Adaptation in the Post-explosion Heritage
Rescue of Beirut

Abstract:

Aldo Rossi argues that the city becomes a reflection of
the collective will throughout time and its existence.
The explosion of August 4th 2020 at the Port of Beirut
(Lebanon), severely damaged the rare remaining
historical quarters, an essential part of the collective
memory and history of the city. These areas were
already under threat due to the financial crisis and
property speculation, making rescue efforts urgent
and imperative. On August 5th, 40 heritage experts
volunteered to put their knowledge to use for the city.
Within two days, their spontaneous efforts became
an organized rescue mission led by the Ministry
of Culture’s Directorate General of Antiquities
and was carried out by local heritage experts,
architects, contractors, architecture students, NGOs,
associations, the army, and the inhabitants, together
with the support of international organizations. This
post-disaster recovery highlighted the importance
of synergy between public institutions, experts, and
local communities.



Mohammed Khair-eldin
Al-Rifa’i (Speaker)

Mr Al-Rifa’i is an architect, in addition to a restoration
and urban heritage consultant. He is the Head of the
Central Heritage Committee in the Syrian Engineers’
Syndicate and the President of the Al-Adiyat
Association. He also serves as a founding member
and vice president of ICOMOS Syria. He worked as the
general manager of the Urban Heritage Revitalization
Center in Aleppo and was a member of the advisory
engineering offices committee in the Arab Engineers
Union. He presented artistic initiatives and studies
to official bodies to preserve national museums and
archaeological sites. Furthermore, he participated in
the establishment of the Old Aleppo Revitalization
Project and oversaw the documentation of Old
Aleppo, laying the groundwork for its development,
and initiating the implementation of many project
activities.

The Role of NGOs in Syria in Preserving Cultural
Heritage During the National Disaster

Abstract:

The presentation will introduce the two earliest and
most effective assemblies in the field of cultural
heritage conservation and what they did as practical
activities before and during the national disaster strike.
Secondly it will focus on the activities done and still
ongoing after the disaster in old Aleppo by: organizing
field inspection visits to raise awareness about the
severity of the damage; Communicating with the
competent administrations by providing technical
advice; Documentation as well as an evaluation of the
damages; Participation and involvement in relevant
official committees such as old Aleppo protection
committee; Emphasizing the necessity of verification
of the technical project designs according to the
practicing rules of engineering. The research will later
deal with the efforts undertaken to create ICOMOS
Syria under the supervision of the Ministry of Culture
and in collaboration with ICOMOS.

Lama Abboud (Speaker)

Founder and Director of Turathuna Foundation,
Syria, as well as Vice President of ICOMOS Syria.
Lama is a conservation architect expert with
extensive experience working in the field of disaster
risk management. She holds a Master's degree
in Preservation, Rehabilitation and Heritage Site
Management, and is currently pursuing her PhD in
Heritage Managements from Leiden University, The
Netherlands. Lama started working in the cultural
heritage field 12 years ago, and is a cultural heritage
first aider in times of crisis and conflict, in addition
to and an ICCROM mentor, and member of the
International Committee of Risk Preparedness- ICORP
Cultural. She participated and organized voluntary
activities to raise awareness of cultural heritage,
setting up courses, training and transferring her
experience to the local community.

Heritage Preparedness as a Tool for Resilience -
Community Adaptation and Resilience Based on
Culture

Abstract:

The aim of this presentation is to shed light on the
rich cultural heritage of Homs, Syria, which can be
used as an incentive for building peace, and highlight
the mechanism for preserving it in the post-conflict
context when faced with challenges such as
reconstruction, restoration, climate change, while
presenting possible local, regional and international
solutions. It also emphasizes the essential role of
the local community in the actual preservation
of heritage and the importance of building the
capacities of communities in all its aspects through
cultural heritage. The experiences of Turathuna
Foundation, a young institution working within the
concept of disaster risk management, whose aim is to
rescue all types of cultural heritage by involving the
local community in heritage preservation issues, will
be presented.



Session 8:

Integrating culture of
the built environment
into national policies
as an approach to
achieve resilience

of heritage places,
community cohesion,
inclusiveness

and equality

JEANNE MARIE
TEUTONICO

(Moderator)

Jeanne Marie Teutonico is Associate Director
at the Getty Conservation Institute (GCl) in Los
Angeles (USA). An architectural conservator
with over thirty years of experience, she
received an A.B. in art history from Princeton
University and an M.Sc. in historic preservation
from Columbia University, Graduate School
of Architecture, Planning and Preservation.
Prior to joining the GCl, Jeanne Marie was
a conservator and educator on the staff of
ICCROM in Rome, and later of English Heritage
in London (UK). Since 2008, she has directed
the MOSAIKON collaborative initiative that is
dedicated to the conservation and management
of archaeological mosaics in the Mediterranean
region.

Rasul SamadoV (speaken)

Rasul Samadov is the Programme Specialist for
Culture at the UNESCO Office for the Gulf States and
Yemen, he is based in Doha with more than 15 years
of experience working in the field of culture and
heritage at international level. Rasul specializes in
creativity, tangible and intangible cultural heritage
and is responsible for design, implementation and
monitoring of projects and activities at UNESCO
aiming to strengthen policies and capacities in
the field of culture in the Gulf States and Yemen as
well as advancing the role of culture for sustainable
development in the region.

Abstract:

InSeptember2022, one hundred-fifty States adopted
an ambitious Declaration for Culture at the end of
a three-day MONDIACULT conference convened
by UNESCO. The declaration affirms culture as a
"global public good". Prior to this, UNESCO hosted
Arab States consultations, which unanimously
recognized the role of culture as a driver for
sustainable development and a key field of action
towards the achievement of the 2030 Sustainable
Development Agenda. Arab States underlined the
importance of integrating culture and heritage as
key components of national development agendas
and plans. They reaffirmed their concerns of the
impact of contemporary challenges and crises,
such as climate change and biodiversity loss, armed
conflicts, natural hazards, pandemics, uncontrolled
urbanization and unsustainable development
patterns — which led notably to increased poverty,
setbacks in fundamental rights, accelerated
migrations and mobility, as well as exacerbated
inequalities, including as regards the digital divide.

Fethi Jarrai (speaken

Dr Jarrai is a university professor and researcher in
heritage sciences, and has worked in Tunisian and
Arab universities. He earned his PhD in Heritage
Sciences from the University of Provence, France and
a university degree in Archaeology and Heritage from
the University of Tunis. He serves as a member of the
Scientific Council of the Higher Institute of Heritage
Professions at the University of Tunis. Additionally,
Dr Jarrai works as a consultant and expert for the
Arab Organization for Education, Culture and Science
(ALECSO), is a member of the arbitration committees
for Tunisian and international scientific journals, and
has worked as radio producer for programs on history,
archaeology and heritage at Radio Tunis Culture.

Arab Urban Heritage Registry

Abstract:

ALECSO will soon initiate the Arab Urban Heritage
Registry as part of the Urban and Architectural
Heritage Observatory in Arab Countries. This registry
is one of the structures established by ALECSO to
implement the Charter for the Preservation and
Development of Urban Heritage in Arab Countries.
To ensure the positive impact of this registry on
the urban heritage in Arab countries, ALECSO has
prepared a legal framework, explanatory guidelines
for the Charter, an instructional manual for the
registration process, as well as a cultural owner
nomination form for use by other organizations.
These documents provide detailed explanations of
the concepts, procedures, benefits, responsibilities
and forms of oversight involved in preparing and
nominating a cultural owner for registration, as well
asthe privileges offered by the registry. This reference
paper outlines the legal framework and general
framework for the registry, the mechanisms to be
adopted by ALECSO, ways to involve Arab countries,
the procedures for nomination, the key standards for
registration and the obligations of all parties involved
in the Arab urban heritage registered in the registry.



Lina Kutiefan (speaken

Director of the Syrian World Heritage Sites at the
Directorate General of Antiquities and Museums
(DGAM). Ms Kuteifan holds a BA in Architecture
from the Damascus University and is currently a PhD
student in Pdzmany Péter Catholic University’s Faculty
of History in Budapest. With 30 years of experience
in the field of management and preservation, Ms
Kuteifan has focused the last 20 years working on
World Heritage Sites, and in preparing nominations
files for the World Heritage List. Working with UNESCO
experts in various projects, she has also been a team
leader of several EU Programs, in addition to a speaker
in numerous conferences and lectures on world
heritage sites.

Examples from Syria of Social Adaptation during
Natural Disasters

Abstract:

Human and natural disasters pose continuous
challenges for societies, raising many questions about
their ability to face these challenges and the nature
of their roles and functions. In Syria, the war that
has been ongoing since 2011, has had a devastating
impact on many historical and cultural landmarks
that have been damaged or completely destroyed.
Other human disasters also include urban and
environmental problems, such as high population
density, unplanned urban expansion, unregulated
land use and environmental pollution, all of which
affect archaeological sites and their surrounding
communities. These disasters not only result in the
loss of housing, but also the loss of identity and way of
life. Earthquakes have also been, and continue to be, a
major destructive disaster for cultural heritage sites in
Syria, which are located in the region with the highest
seismic activity. The post-earthquake period was
complex and multidimensional, consisting of many
recovery processes, including socio-economic, physical
and psychological. Recovery processes must rely on
pre-existing social structures, culture and values to
create a more resilient and sustainable future, reduce
vulnerability and build resilience capacity.

Rania Hammad (speaken

Ms Hammad serves as the Programme Management
Officer for the United Nations Office for Disaster Risk
Reduction Regional Office for Arab States. With her
strategic leadership, she spearheads various thematic
programmes and campaigns in alignment with the
Sendai framework 2015-2030, effectively supporting
Arab countries in formulating their national and
local strategies for Disaster Risk Reduction. She
also manages the implementation of the MCR2030
Programme at the local level, specifically within the
Arab region. Mobilizing voluntary contributions and
fostering diverse partnerships to address regional
priorities, her expertise extends to the development
and implementation of comprehensive partnership
frameworks and knowledge networks, enabling
strategic engagement among the UN system,
governments, and stakeholders involved in the
implementation of the Sendai Framework 2015-2030,
Paris Agreement, the SDGs and Early Warning for All
Initiative.

Overview of UNDRR Intervention

Abstract:

The United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction
(UNDRR) is the leading agency in the UN system to
coordinate disaster risk reduction at national and
local levels. UNDRR plays a pivotal role in shaping
policies that enhance resilience and mitigate risks. One
initiative that deserves our attention is the UNDRR
Making Cities Resilient 2030 Programme (MCR2030),
which is a unique cross-stakeholder initiative for
improving local resilience through advocacy, sharing
knowledge and experiences, while establishing
mutually reinforcing city-to-city learning networks,
injecting technical expertise, connecting multiple
layers of government and building partnerships.
MCR2030 focuses on strengthening urban resilience
worldwide and acknowledges the vital significance
of cities in achieving resilience. Given their cultural
heritage and diverse communities, cities serve as
repositories of identity, memory and social cohesion.



Final notes:

Webber Ndoro

Before joining ICCROM as Director General in
January 2018, Webber Ndoro was the Director of the
African World Heritage Fund based in Johannesburg,
South Africa. He is also Associate Professor at the
University of Cape Town. He was Project Manager
at ICCROM in Rome where he worked on the Africa
2009 programme from 2000 to 2007. Before then he
worked at the University of Zimbabwe as a Senior
Lecturer in Heritage managementandconservation.

Dr Ndoro has worked on several heritage
management projects in Africa. He also worked at
GreatZimbabwe as the Site Manager. His recent books
and edited collections include Great Zimbabwe:
Your Monument our Shrine (2000 Uppsala UP);
Cultural Heritage and the Law: Protecting Immovable
Heritage in sub-Saharan Africa (2009, ICCROM), The
Archaeological heritage of Africa (2014 Cambridge
UP) and Managing Heritage in Africa: Who Cares?
(2017) - Routledge. He has published several articles
on heritage management.

Manal Ataya

Ms Ataya is a museum professional with extensive
experience in museum development and cultural
diplomacy. As Director General of SMA since 2008,
she oversees a team of 650 staff working in Sharjah’s
16 museums which cover areas of modern and
contemporary Arab art, islamic history, UAE heritage
and archaeology.

Ms Ataya is a leading figure in the UAE cultural
sector, dedicating her time to advocacy initiatives
for accessible arts education, programs that
promote cross-cultural dialogue and social
inclusion, as well as mentoring young women in
leadership. She is responsible for implementing
His Highness Sheikh Dr Sultan Bin Mohammed Al
Qasimi’s directives for future museum and cultural
heritage related projects. Ataya is a graduate of both
Hamilton College (2001) and Harvard University
(2004). She serves on numerous advisory boards
including Global Cultural Districts Network; the
University of Sharjah’s College of Arts, Humanities
and Social Sciences; Hamilton College, Make-A-Wish
Foundation and ICCROM-Sharjah.

Ms Ataya is a recipient of both the Order of Arts &
Letters from the Republic of France in 2018 and the
Order of Merit from the Federal Republic of Germany
in 2022 for her significant contributions to culture



The Team

Shireen Sahouri

Shireen Sahouri is an architect and cultural heritage expert, specialised in the field of restoration
and rehabilitation of historic buildings, with an extensive knowledge in World Heritage. She holds
a Bachelor:s degree in Architecture from Aristotele University of Thessaloniki, Greece, in addition to
a Masters’ degree in Conservation and Restoration from Al Quds University, Palestine. Since 2014,
Shireen has been working at ICCROM-Sharjah, where she is currently the Manager of the Outreach and
Development Projects. She has managed diverse projects, including the development of guidelines for
restoration of cultural and historical buildings and sites in the UAE, and is responsible for planning and
leading Arab Forum for Cultural Heritage and the biennial ICCROM-Sharjah Award for Good Practices
in Cultural Heritage Conservation and Management in the Arab Region. Prior to this appointment,
she was the Head of the Restoration Department in the Palestinian Department of Antiquities and
Cultural Heritage, where she was responsible for preparing national strategic and management plans
for archaeological and historical sites, including the nomination files for the inscription of Palestinian
sites on the World Heritage List.

Rania Omer

Rania holds a Bachelors degree in Architecture from the University of Khartoum, Sudan, and is
currently pursuing a Master’s degree in Architectural Design and Historic Buildings at the Politecnico
di Milano, Italy, specializing in the field of restoration and rehabilitation of historic buildings. After
working as a researcher in the Building and Road Institute, University of Khartoum, where she was
responsible for conducting research to develop method, tools and technology related to urban
design and planning, Rania worked in research and architectural studios located in London (UK) and
Aarhus (Denmark), where she was responsible for supporting research, exhibitions, and assisting in
restoration projects. Since the beginning of 2023, Rania has been working as a consultant at ICCROM-
Sharjah, where she has been assisting in the implementation of the Arab Forum for Cultural Heritage,
as well as working on several publications in Arabic and English.

Maha Lutfi

Maha is an accountant, holding a Bachelor of Science in Accounting from the University of Sharjah in
the United Arab Emirates. She is currently a consultant- Administrative Assistant in ICCROM- Sharjah.
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