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Amir Pasic

Consultant to Director General
for Architectural Heritage in
IRCICA.

Commissioner at the Commission
to Preserve National Monuments
of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

He was professor of architecture,
and urban planning, and theory and
history of architecture and historic
preservation, and he is currently
affiliated with the University of
Sarajevo. He lectured in more
than 30 universities worldwide.
He served as the consultant for the
Aga Khan Trust for Culture, Geneva;
the World Monuments Fund; and
ICOMOS. He won the 1986 Aga
Khan Award for Architecture for
the restoration of the Old Town of
Mostar, and he was coordinating ten
years'activities on rehabilitation of
the town after 95-1992 war.

He is the author or co-author of
21 books and 52 articles, and also
author of the Nomination dossier
for the WH property “Old Town of
Mostar “(2005). He is the regional
editor in the “Journal of Cultural
Management and Sustainable
Development” London.

N
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Nazmi Jﬁbeh

Associate Professor of history and
archaeology at Birzeit University
in Palestine

He received his Master’s and PhD
in oriental studies and archeology
from the University of Tubingen
in Germany after completing his
undergraduate studies on Middle
Eastern Studies and archaeology in
Birzeit University in Palestine. He
was Co-Director of Riwaq: Centre
for Architectural Conservation in
Ramallah (2010-1992). And the
director of the Islamic Museum
- al-Haram al-Sharif- Jerusalem
(1984-1980). Jubeh’s research
addresses archeology, history,
politics and architecture. He is an
expert on Jerusalem and Hebron
in general and the holy sites in
particular. Jubeh currently serves
on the board of trustees of several
cultural institutions and museums
in Jerusalem and in the West Bank.
He published several books and
a large number of articles on
history, archaeology, politics and
architecture.

.
Ridha Fraoua

Former head of the Legislative
Unit | at the Federal Office of
Justice, Switzerland.

Abdulaziz
Almusaallam

Chair of Sharjah Institute for
Heritage Member of ICCROM
Council

Dr. AlMusallam is an author,
researcher, and cultural heritage
consultant. He received his PhD in
History and Heritage from Hassan Il
University-Casablanca, Morocco. His
research interest focuses on heritage
issues in the Gulf and Arab cultural
heritage in general. Al-Musallam
has significant contributions in
supporting heritage researchers and
relevant institutions. He is currently
the Chairman of the Sharjah Heritage
Institute and the Editor in Chief of the
“Al Mawrouth”Magazine. He is also
an executive member of a number
of international organizations and
associations concerned with cultural
heritage. He was received numerous
awards and decorations from the
United Arab Emirates and GCC
countries.

N

He has a large collection of
publications in culture, fairy tales,
heritage and Gulf Poetry. Some of
his works is translated into English,
[talian, Spanish and Czech. He was
nominated to the Memorial Award
of the Swedish Streed Lindergen
Sweden in the year 2016. He
devotes his efforts and potentials
to his scheme (the dream), in which
he wishes to make the folktales
available easily to children so as
to preserve the oral narratives of
the lovely past and to enable all
children to read and to understand.
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John Robbins

Deputy Director for the National
Gallery of Art in Washington DC.

Vice Chair of the Council of ICCROM

John Robbins is deputy director
for the National Gallery of Art
in Washington, DC, responsible
for day-to-day operations of the
museum, and for design and
construction projects. Robbins
served previously as executive
director of the National Center
for Preservation Technology and
Training, Assistant Director for
Cultural Resources, and Manager
of the National Center for Cultural
Resources, all in the US National
Park Service. Robbins is a licensed
architect in US. His significant
projects experience includes
restoration of Statue of Liberty
and Liberty Island in New York,
and the design and installation
of the decorative arts and other
galleries at the J. Paul Getty Museum
in Los Angeles.

Robbins was the first laureate of the
Richard Morris Hunt Prize in historic
preservation, and a current member
of the Council of the International
Centre for Study of the Preservation
and Restoration of Cultural Property
(ICCROM).

J;ean-Louis
Luxen

Former Secretary General of

63



NN\

Jukka llmari
Jokilehto

Architect-City Planner (Helsinki),
DPhil (York, UK).

Extraordinary Professor,
University of Nova Gorica,
Slovenia.

Honorary Visiting Professor,
University of York.

UK Special Advisor to the
Director-General of ICCROM
Honorary Member of ICOMOS

Born in Helsinki, Finland, Jokilehto
graduated in architecture and urban
planning, Polytechnic University
of Helsinki. He participated in
the International Architectural
Conservation Course (ICCROM,
1971), and holder of a DPhil
degree, University of York (1986).
Jokilehto taught history and theory
of conservation, planning and
management of the built heritage
at ICCROM from 1972 to 1998. He
was responsible for Architectural

60 and Urban Conservation.

Representation and technical
missions to Member States. Retired
from his position as Assistant
Director General, in 1998. At
ICOMOS, he was President of
International Training Committee,
CIF, World Heritage Advisor
to ICOMOS on evaluation and
presentation of World Heritage
nominations to the World Heritage
Committee. After 1998, he was
engaged in Architectural practice in
Finland, urban planning, residences,
offices, and industrial buildings;
Development of conservation
master plans and management
plans (e.g. Iran; Georgia, Eritrea,
Azerbaijan), Advisor on World
Heritage; Advisory missions on
behalf of UNESCO, ICCROM and
ICOMOS. He published some 300
publications, including: A History
of Architectural Conservation
(Butterworth-Heinemann, 1999,
also published in Japan, Korea,
China, Taiwan, Iran, Estonia,
Georgia); Management Guidelines
for World Cultural Heritage Sites
(with BM Feilden; ICCROM, 1993,
translated into several languages);
The World Heritage List, Filling the
Gaps - An Action Plan for the Future
(with M. Petzet, H. Cleere, S. Denyer,
ICOMOS, Monuments and Sites, XII,
2005); The World Heritage List: What
is OUV? (ICOMOS, Monuments and
Sites, XVI, 2008); ICCROM and the
Conservation of Cultural Heritage:
A History of the Organization’s first
50 Years, 2009-1959, ICCROM, Rome
2011.

r

I~
>
I~
I
e
5
5
»
15
-
-
-
5
.
‘

_Susan Denyer

World Heritage Adviser, ICOMOS
(International Council on
Monuments and Sites)
Secretary of ICOMOS-UK

She has undertaken international
missions for ICOMOS in Europe,
Asia, Middle East and Africa.
She previously worked for the
National Trust, in museums, and
as lecturer, including six years in
East and West Africa, and has been
Chair of BASIN, an international
network for low-cost housing, and
Secretary of INTACH UK, (the Indian
National Trust for Art and Cultural
Heritage, UK). She has published
widely on cultural landscapes and
is an occasional lecturer at various
universities.

Patricia Kell

Vice Chair of the Council of
ICCROM (International Centre
for the Study of the Preservation
and Restoration of Cultural
Property)

She was appointed Director General
of the Canadian Conservation
Institute in January 2014 and
assumed the broader role of
Director General of Heritage
in August 2016. She leads the
Canadian Conservation Institute,
the Canadian Heritage Information
Network, and programs in the
Department of Canadian Heritage
related to museums. Dr. Kell worked
for over 15 yearsin a wide variety of
jobs with Parks Canada, including
Director of Heritage Conservation
and Director of the National Historic
Sites Policy Branch. Her academic
credentials include Mastens
degrees in museum studies and
in science as well as a Doctorate in
the history of museums from Oxford
University. Her career focused on
defining and implementing policy
and programs in history, cultural
resource managementand heritage
conservation.
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Rawiya
Magthoub

Founding Director of Restoration
Graduate Studies Center in the
Lebanese University

She holds PhD in History and
Civilization from the University
of Lyon, PhD in the History of Art
and Archaeology from Sorbonne
University/ Paris IV, Prof. and served
as director of Fine Arts Institute,
Lebanese University. She is the
Founder of Restoration Graduate
Studies Center of Lebanese
University, based in Tripoli, in
cooperation with Chaillot School
in Paris and LA Sapienza University
in Rome. In 2005, she was honored
by the French government for her
contributions to the Lebanese
government and communities.

Manal Ataya

Director General of Sharjah
Museums Authority

Museum specialist with 12 years’
experience in cultural heritage
conservation, museum development
and cultural diplomacy. As Director
General of the Sharjah Museums
Authority she is responsible for
the overall management of 16
museums in the emirate of Sharjah.
Ataya holds a BA in Studio Artand
Communication Studies from
Hamilton College and a Graduate
Degree in Museum Studies from
Harvard University, USA. She is a
Clore Fellow having completed the
distinguished UK cultural leadership
program in 2010. She currently
serves on the advisory boards of
the College of Arts, Humanities and
Social Sciences-University of Sharjah
and ICCROM'’s Regional Conservation
Centre in Sharjah for cultural heritage
preservation in the Arab region.
She also serves as a member of
the Supreme Committee for the
File of Sharjah — The Gateway to
Trucial States.

Stefano De
Caro

Former Director-General of
ICCROM.

Archaeologist, author, lecturer in
several Italian universities.
Former Director-General of
Antiquities of the Italian Ministry
of Cultural Heritage and Activities
and Tourism.

His early career was defined by his
experience managing the aftermath
of the earthquake in Irpinia, Italy in
the early 1980s. He was first Director
of the Excavations Office of Pompeii,
then Superintendent of Antiquities
of the provinces of both Naples
and Caserta, and finally Regional
Director of Cultural Heritage of
Campania Region. As Regional
Director, he was a forerunner in
the management of European
projects for the conservation of
cultural heritage under the Regional
Operational Programme.

N

Among other successes, he managed
to draw audiences to cultural heritage
by re-organizing many of the most
prominent permanent sections of
Archaeological Museum of Naples
as well as by promoting special
exhibitions and the development of
local museums. He is acknowledged
as a visionary, and his perspectives
have greatly influenced national
conservation programmes. He
supported the development of
the very first national guidelines
on rescue archaeology and has
been invited to represent Italy at
various international conferences
and meetings. He published over
300 scientific books and articles on
topics ranging from archaeology to
the Greek and Roman preservation of
historic centers, cultural landscapes
and intangible assets. De Caro has
also curated exhibitions on Italian
cultural heritage in China, France
and Russia, among other countries.
Grande Ufficiale of the Italian
Republic and Knight of the Légion
d’Honneur of French Republic, he is
also a member of British Academy,
Deutsche Archédologische Institut
and Scientific Advisory Board of the
Herculaneum Conservation Project
run by the Packard Humanities
Institute. In addition, he has been
honored with the “Outstanding
Public Service Award” from the
Archaeological Institute of America.

N
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Sulaiman
lbrahim
AL-Askari.

Head of the Arab Center for
Educational Research in Gulf
Countries.

Dr. Al-Askari completed his
undergraduate studies at the
Faculty of Dar Al Uloom - Cairo
University, and received his MA
and PhD on the History of the
Gulf and Arabian Peninsula in
the Islamic era from Manchester
University, United Kingdom. He
was the teacher of History of the
Gulf and Arab Islamic civilization,
in Kuwait University, Department
of History. He became Secretary-
General of the National Council for
Culture between 1993 and 1998,
and worked on the establishment
of the National Library of Kuwait
and the annual Al-Qureen Cultural
Festival.In 1999, Dr. Al-Askari was
appointed editor in chief of Majallat
Al-Araby magazine, and remain in
this position till 2013.

He edited and launched several
important periodicals including
the Al-Araby Al-llmy magazine
in June 2011. He received the
Kuwait  State  Appreciation
Award in 2009, and was honored
by the Union of Arab Historians
Association in Cairo in 2007. During
his time in Majallat Al-Araby, the
magazine received the Al-Owais
Foundation Award for Cultural and
Scientific Achievements, and the
Al-Ahram prize for the best Arabic
cultural magazine, both in 2002.
Dr. Al-Askari is a Member of the
National Council for Culture, Arts
and Literature- Kuwait, the Board
of Trustees of the Arab Cultural
Council - Beirut, the Board of
Trustees of the National Center for
Translation in the Arab Republic
of Egypt, and a correspondent
member of the Arab Academy -
Damascus, and a member of the
Board of Trustees of the National
Center for Translation - Cairo,
the Board of Trustees of the Arab
Council for Children and Youngsters
- Cairo, the Board of Trustees of
the Union of Arab Historians —
Cairo, the GCC Society for History
and Archaeology, the Supreme
Council of Kuwait University,
Board of Trustees of the Institute
for the History of Arabic-Islamic
Science at the Johann Wolfgang
Goethe University - Frankfurt. He is
currently amember of the Supreme
Education Council of Kuwait. He
authored several books on various
themes including the trade and
navigation in the Arabian Gulf,
disclosure of difficulties in the
history of Oman, the dream of
Arab enlightenment, Kuwait and
cultural development, challenges
of Arab culture.

Mina Eimhhari

Professor in the Faculty of Arts
and Humanities, Mohammed V
University in Rabat.

State Doctor of in the History of
Islamic Architecture: “The City of
Mukador / Essaouira: An Historical
and Archaeological Study” Faculty
of Arts and Humanities, Rabat.
Doctorate of the third corps in
Archeology and History of Islamic
Art: “Mosques University in The
Sultan Mullah Suleyoman'’s Reign
“ University of Paris 4, Sorbonne,
Paris. Professor and researcher at
the Faculty of Arts and Humanities,
Mohammed V University in Rabat.
Secretary-General of the Moroccan
Commission for UNESCO from June
2005 to February 2010. Professor at
the National School of Architecture,
History and Theory of Architecture
(2005 - 2004). Professor of Heritage
Issues for Ph.D. Students at the
School of Architecture, and of
heritage issues for the master
students on the desert social
mechanisms. Vice-President of the
Moroccan Committee of ICOMOS.

Chairperson of the Heritage
Committee (Mokador Essaouira
Association). Chairperson of the
Memory of the World Committee
2013-2008. Member of the ICOMOS
Executive Council. Member of the
Expert Committee of the World
Villages and Historical Cities.
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Rashad
Mohammed
Salem

Chancellor of Algasimia
University, Sharjah

Professor and Head of
Department of Arabic Language
and Literature at the Faculty of
Arts & Sciences

PhD in the Arabic Jurisprudence,
a Master of Origins of Language
from Al Azhar University. Prof. Salem
has many books and writings such
as: “The Biography and History
of Arabic Letters”, “The Linguistic
Approach of Fundamentalists’,
“The Beauty & Perfection of Arabic
Language”,“The Voice Performance’,
“The Civilizational Necessity of
Arabization”,“The Poor Linguistic
Performance in Media” and “The
Sources of Islamic and Arabic
Studies and Ways to develop them”.

HH Princess
Dana Firas

President of the Petra National
Trust (PNT) UNESCO Goodwill
Ambassador

HH Princess Dana Firas is a global
advocate for heritage protection
and preservation as a foundation for
development, responsible tourism,
political identity and participation.
She currently serves as President
of the Petra National Trust (PNT),
Jordan’s oldest national non-
governmental organization in the
field of heritage protection and
preservation. She was designated
a UNESCO Goodwill Ambassador
in June 2017. Since the early 1990s,
she has worked to promote cultural
heritage preservation, education
and sustainable development in
various capacities in the three
sectors: private, public and civil
society, both in Jordan and in
United States.

N

She worked in the office of
HM Queen Noor on projects
that promoted sustainable
development, peace and human
rights. She holds a BA degree from
Boston University in Economics
and International Relations. She
also holds a MSc in Development
Studies from the London School of
Economics and Political Science and
a MBA from Harvard University’s
Kennedy School of Government
that focused on sustainable
development and environmental

policy.
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Monther
Dahash
Jamhawi

Director General of Antiquities

in Jordan.

PhD in Cultural Resources
Management from Oxford School
of Architecture / Oxford Brookes
University - England. He is an
associate professor of Conservation
and Management of Cultural
Heritage and Planning and Design
in the College of Architecture and
Design at Jordan University of
Science and Technology. Member
of many national and international
councils such as ICCROM Board
Council, The Jordan National
Council of Tourism, and World
Association for Tangible Cultural
Heritage. He published many
articles on Management and
Protection of Cultural Properties,
Planning for Cultural Tourism,
Sustainable Tourism, Heritage
Restoration and Revitalization, and
New IT Applications in Heritage
Management.

Hamdan Taha

Archaeologist and Historian
Former deputy Minister of
Palestinian Ministry of Tourism
and Antiquities.

Former director general of
Department of Antiquities
Tahais currently an independent
researcher (2014-2012), who served
since 1994 as the director general
of the Department of Antiquities
in Palestine. He directed a series
of excavations and restoration
projects and co-directed the joint
expeditions at Tell es-Sulatn, Khirbet
Bal'ama, Tell el-Mafjar, Kh. EI-Mafjar
and Tell Balata. He worked also as a
national coordinator of the World
Heritage Programme in Palestine.
He is the author of many books,
field reports and scholarly articles.

Hossam
Mahdy

Architect and writer

He graduated as an architect from Ain
Shams University, Egypt. He obtained
aM.Sc.in the conservation of historic
buildings and towns from University
of Leuven, Belgium (Raymond
Lemaire International Centre for
Conservation, and a Ph.D. from
University of Glasgow. U.K., with the
title “Attitudes towards architectural
conservation- the case of Cairo"
He was the Building Conservation
Supervisor at Tourism and Culture
Authority of Abu Dhabi (TCA).
He was responsible for planning,
implementation and management of
the conservation for the built heritage
of the Abu Dhabi Emirate. He led a
multidisciplinary team of building
conservation professionals and
coordinated the work of consultants
and contractors for architectural
conservation projects across the
Emirate.

N

He worked as a freelance architect,
researcher, consultant and lecturer
on the conservation of architectural
and urban heritage. Commissioned
on numerous assignments by
UNESCO, UNDP, E.U. and World
Bank funded projects on cultural
heritage, architectural and urban
conservation, and management
of archaeological sites. Research,
teaching and training are significant
aspects of his work profile. He
was elected the Vice-President
of ICOMOS International Scientific
Committee on Vernacular Built
Heritage (CIAV). Since 2000, he
worked with |ICCROM-Sharjah
on “A Glossary of Arabic terms
of the conservation for cultural
heritage, with English equivalents”
He has a lifetime commitment to
contributing to the establishment
of a culture-specific approach,
philosophy and practice of
conservation for cultural heritage
in Arab region.
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Soheir Zaki
Hawas

Professor of Architecture and
Urban Design at Department
of Architecture at Faculty of

Engineering, Cairo University

She is a consulting expert and
coordinator for the Ministry of
Housing and New Communities.
She currently is the head of
training unit at the National
Organization of Urban Harmony.
She is a pioneer in documenting
Cairo’s 19th Century architecture;
she published the Encyclopedia
of Khedivial Cairo in 2002, and six
other books, she also has more than
50 published papers in national
and international journals. She
is @ member of many national
and international organizations
and committees, and a board
member in NOUH, a member of
the committee mandated by the
Supreme Council of Antiquities to
prepare a draft the‘Arab Charter on
the Preservation of Architectural
Heritage in the Arab Countries!

She is also a member of the
committee preparing the new
building code being discussed by
People’s Assembly in the chapter
containing laws and regulations
of urban harmony.
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AL-Massoudi

Professor and media specialist

lhsan Fethi

Art and architecture historian.
critic Professor of Architecture,
Amman University, Jordan.

Prof. Fethi obtained his Doctorate
in Urban Conservation from Town
& Regional Planning Department,
Sheffield University (UK), 1978.He
published more than 100 books
and research papers, participated
in numerous world conferences
and was keynote speaker in 10
of them. He is founding Dean of
several colleges of Architecture in
various parts of the Arab World. He
founded the Heritage Department
at Baghdad Municipality in 1983.
He was chairperson of the Baghdad
School of Architecture from 1986
to 1991. He worked as conservation
expert and consultant to UNESCO,
the Getty Conservation Institute,
World Monument Fund and
ICCROM. He also served as Director
of Iraqgi Architects Society.
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Waciny Laredj

Novelist and Professor

PhD on“The Theory of the Hero in
the Arab Novel” from Damascus
University, and a professor at
University of Central Algeria,
and Sorbonne University. Before
dedicating himself to writing fiction,
he was the Vice-President of the
Algerian Writers Union, and founded
and supervised Al Etihad Magazine.
He supervised the publication of the
literary series“Voices of the Present’,
which focuses on the young literary
experience in Algeria. As a novelist,
he participated in many Arab and
international symposia related to
the topics of writing, challenges
of Arab intellect and many others.
He produced TV program “Ahl Al-
Kitab”which discusses books and
the passion for reading in Algeria
and the Arab world.

He also produced the TV program
“Al Diwan” in which he tried to
compile a visual anthology of
the book from the beginning
of the 20th century. His literary
works include: Nawar al-Luz,
The Conscience of the Absent,
The Seventh Night After One
Thousand, The Lady Of The Shrine,
The Guardian Of Shadows, The
Memory Of Water, The Balconies
Of The North Sea, The Jasmine
Bracelet, The Andalusian House,
Ashes Of The East, Lolitass Fingers,
The Kingdom Of The Butterfly,
The Last Arab, Algerian Poetry.
He was awarded the Algerian
Novel Prize for all his works, the
First Television Award for special
cultural programmes, The Golden
Book Award, The Arab Creativity
Award, The Katara Prize for Arabic
Novel.

Jad Tabet

An architect and planner

He is the President of the Arab
Architects  Association  and
Lebanese Chapter of Engineers
and Architects and a Member of
UNESCO World Heritage Committee.
Working between Beirut and Paris,
his practice extends over several
dimensions of design and research,
spanning across the fields of
historic urban landscapes, public
space design, rehabilitation and
revitalization of traditional urban
fabric, development of strategies
for sustainable community growth
as well as social housing and public
facilities. He is the author of several
academic publications on war
and reconstruction, and on the
relationship between heritage and
modernity. He taught architecture at
the National Institute of Fine Arts at
the Lebanese University, the Faculty
of Engineering and Architecture
at American University of Beirut,
Belleville School of Architecture
in Paris, as well as Paris School of
International Affairs at Sciences
Po in Paris.
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Muawiya
Ibrahim

Archaeologist and Historian

The former representative of Jordan
in the UNESCO World Heritage
Committee and former President
of the of Friends of Archaeology
Society. He was a professor and dean
of Research and Graduate Studies
at Al-Isra Private University, Jordan.
He received his PhD from the Free
University of Berlin, and he is the
Founding Director of the Institute
of Archaeology and Anthropology
in Yarmouk University in Jordan;
he also founded and lectured in
the Department of Archaeology at
Sultan Qaboos University, Oman.
He carried out excavations and
research projects in Palestine,
Jordan, Germany, Bahrain, Kuwait,
Yemen, and Oman. He received the
das Grosse Bundesverdienstkreuz
from the President of the Federal
Republic of Germany, the Arab
Archaeologists Association Award,
and the University of Philadelphia
Award among many other awards.
He is an author/editor of several
volumes and over 100 articles in
specialized journals and books.
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Tarek Waly

Architect and Urban designer

He established the TWC (Tarek
Waly Center for Architecture
& Heritage) to be one of the
architecture platforms in Egypt,
aiming for the wellbeing of man
and society. Waly received his
Ph.D. in Urban Planning from Cairo
University 1995. He also received
many certificates of recognition
and awards including the Islamic
Capitals and Cities Organization
Award for architectural writing,
first-rank in1998. He published
extensively on issues of architecture
and heritage, his books include:
Theory of Urbanism as Derived
from the Khaldouny Paradigms, In A
Quest of an Approach for Existence
in Desert Architecture, Statement
and Elaboration on Architecture
and Urbanism; In A Quest of the
(One) Path in Mosques Architecture,
Private Skies: The Courtyard Pattern
in the Architecture of the House.

Talal Akily

Architect, Researcher & Writer

He received his PhD in Architectural
Engineering from the Berlin Institute
of Technology. He is the former
Dean of Faculty of Architecture
in Damascus University, Professor
of Urban Planning, lecturer in
a number of Arab and foreign
universities, institutes and scientific
institutions, and researcher in
Arabic and Islamic architecture.
He published his research on
traditional architecture, urban
planning and regional planning.
One of his best known books is the
“Umayyad Masjid in Damascus”.

HRH Princess
Wajdan
AL Hashemi

President of the Royal Society of Fine Arts

She received her PhD. in Islamic
Art History from the SOAS (School
of Oriental and African Studies,
University of London). She is the
former Jordanian ambassador to
Rome, Italy, and the founder and
dean of the Faculty of Arts and
Design, University of Jordan, and
founder of the Jordan National
Museum of Fine Arts, and the Royal
Society of Fine Arts, a delegate from
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, whereby
she was the first woman to join the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Jordan.
She has 16 books on Islamic art
published in English and Arabic,
and 38 exhibitions and 100 joint and
biennial exhibitions in Arab world,
Europe, Asia and United States.

N
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Mourad
Bouteflika

Director of Conservation and
Restoration of Cultural Heritage
in the Algerian Ministry of
Culture.

Associate Professor in the
Department of Architecture at
the University of Blida, Algeria.

Heis an architect specialized in the
preservation and conservation of
historic monuments and completed
his PhD in Urban Restoration in
the Faculty of Architecture at
the Politecnica di Bari with a
thesis entitled : ‘Tartous (Syria).
He assumes responsibility for
and coordination of a number of
research and training projects,
in particular the Post-Graduate
Specialization course on “The
Recovery and Valorization of the
Casbah of Algiers according

to Traditional Techniques and their
Innovative Use”and“in situ training
of the Department of Architecture of
Blida to aid the Algerian Ministry of
Culture” He is the author of several
publications on cultural heritage
conservation.

Salma Samar
Damluji

Architect, Professor, Binladin
Chair for Architecture in the
Islamic World at the Faculty of
Engineering and Architecture,
American University of Beirut

Damluji graduated from the
Architectural Association School of
Architecture and the Royal College
of Artin London. She worked with
the Egyptian Architect Hassan
Fathy (1976-1975) and (-1983
1984).1n 2008 she established with
colleagues in Yemen the Daw‘an
Mud Brick Architecture Foundation
in Mukalla, Hadramut, and has
been working there on earthen
construction and rehabilitation
projects. Damluji carried out
extensive fieldwork and research
on architecture in Arab region. She
is author of over 12 titles including
Zillij: the Art of Moroccan Ceramics
(1993) with John Hedgecoe, the
Architecture of Oman (1998), the
Architecture of the UAE (2006), and
the Architecture of Yemen (2007).

Her latest“The Other Architecture:
Geometry, Earth and Vernacular
(Lecon Inaugurale de I'Ecole de
Chaillot)” was published in Paris
in 2015 and short-listed at the
Académie d’Architecture for the
Prix du Livre d ‘Architecture.
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Muhammad
Sobhy

Theatre, TV and Cinema

Star and Director

Suad Amiry

Writer, conservation architect,
and political and social activist.

The author of the internationally
acclaimed Memoirs: “Sharon and
My Mother in Law” (Random House,
2005), which uses humor and irony
to describe the absurdity, and
cruelty, of living under prolonged
Israeli Occupation. The book has
been translated into 20 languages
and has won the prestigious Italian
Literary Award “Premio Viareggio”
2004. She is also the author of
“Nothing to Lose but Your Life:
an 18 hour Journey with Murad”
(Bloomsbury, 2010). Her latest book
“Golda Slept Here"” (Bloomsbury
2015) describes what it means to
lose one’s home and not to“feel at
home”ever again, won the Italian
Nonino Prize (2014). Amiry, who
says she had become a writer by
pure accident at the age of 50, is
a conservation architect.

She is the Founder of RIWAQ: Centre
for Architecture Conservation-an
NGO based in Ramallah, Palestine,
which won several international
awards (Prince Clause Award, Carry
Stone Social Design Prize, and
Aga Khan Award for architecture
2014). Riwaq has succeeded
in transforming the process of
Rehabilitation (and gentrification)
of historic centers and buildings
into a vehicle of poverty elevation,
job creation and a tool for social
and economic development for
marginalized groups (women and
children) in rural Palestine, what
Amiry refers to as “Public Spaces
and buildings for Social Change”
To get to know Suad Amiry watch
her TED Talk:“My Work my Hobby:
Simply Look inside You Never at
Others".
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Bilal
AL-Budoor

President of the Dubai Culture,
Arabic Language Protection
Society

Researcher, writer and poet

He worked as  Minister
Plenipotentiary in the Foreign
Service in 2014, and served as
Undersecretary for Culture and Arts
in the Ministry of Culture, Youth
and Community Development. He
also served as ambassador of the
United Arab Emirates to Jordan and
was elected president of the Arabic
Language Protection Society and
Vice-Chairman of the Cultural and
Scientific Association. He is also
a member of Secretariat of the
Mohammed bin Rashid Arabic
Language Award. Al-Budoor is
considered a distinct figure in
enriching the cultural movement
within and outside the United Arab
Emirates, and has many research
books especially on the UAE

40 heritage.

Youssef
Al-Hassan

Researcher, Writer and a former
diplomat

Dr. Al-Hassan has a PhD in Political
Science and has worked in the
diplomatic corps since 1972.
He represented his country in
many regional and international
conferences and symposia and
the meetings of the UN General
Assembly (UN GA), the League
of Arab States (LAS), and the
Organization of the Islamic
Conference (OIC). Since 1986, Dr.
Al-Hassan has been supervising
the annual diplomatic symposium,
which is held under the auspices
of the UAE Foreign Ministry. He
was also appointed as editor-in-
chief of The Diplomat magazine.
He is a member of many Arab and
international cultural, intellectual
and humanistic associations and
organizations.

NN

Dr. Youssef Al-Hassan was among
the founders of the UAEs Gulf
newspaper first issued in 1970,
and was its first editor-in-chief.
He has written and published
many scientific studies and
articles in Arab and international
magazines and newspapers.
He is a researcher specialized in
international relations, the dialogue
between civilizations, and Arabian
Gulf security. Dr. Al-Hassan has
many publications, the foremost
of which are: “The Christian
Fundamentalist Movement in the
USA’,“Integration: A Study of Special
Israel-USA Relations”, “Towards a
Contemporary Arab Diplomacy”,
“The Future of the Welfare State in
the Gulf” and“The Islamic-Christian
Dialogue”. Dr. Al-Hassan also edited
many works, including “Security
of the Gulf", “Dialogue Among
Civilizations”, and the “UAE and
Human Rights”.

N
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Hassan
Ashkanani

Assistant Professor of
Anthropology and Archeology
of the Ancient Arabian Gulf,
Faculty of Social Sciences, Kuwait
University

He received his PhD from University
of South Florida, USA, 2014, and
contributed to the establishment of
the first museum of anthropology
at the University of South Florida
— USA. He writes in the Heritage
journal, and the Al-Nibras Magazine
issued by the Kuwaiti Students
Union of the United States of
America, Detroit, Michigan, USA.
A member of the World Folklore
Organization 10V in Vienna,
member of the National Geographic
Society of America, member of the
American Institute of Archeology
SAA -and the Museum and institute
of Oriental Studies ASOR. He wrote
a book titled:“The Power of Dilmun
and the Cultural Interaction in the
Bronze Age” (in English), and a writer
in the Arab Museum Journal.

Hassan Aourid

Writer and politician

He holds a State Doctorate
in Political Sciences, a former
diplomat who worked as a political
consultantin Moroccan embassy
in Washington, royal palace
official spokesman for the royal
palace, governor and kingdom
chronicler who got The Pushkin
Prize in literature from the union
of Russian writers. Recently he is
a professor of political science
in Mohammed V University and
Purdue University, in addition, he
is the co-founder of Tarek Ibn Ziad
studies and researches center and
a scientific consultant for Zaman
(the Moroccan) magazine in Arabic
and French.Some from his literary
and scientific works: political Islam
at stake (Moroccan case), the roots
of Arabian weakness (in French)

Aux origines du marasme arabe,
glances of west (in French)
Regards sur I'Occident, 2017, the
Moorish (novel)in three editions in
Morocco in Arabic and French, it
will be published soon by General
Egyptian Book Organization, donkey
biography (novel) four editions (Dar
Al-Aman) and Cordoba spring
(novel) Arab cultural center. He also
a columnist at the Middle East, Al-
Hayaa and Al-Bayan in the United
Arab of Emirates, opinion writer in
Al Quds Al Arabi newspaper and
Zaman magazine (The Moroccan)
in Arabic and French. He took a
partin the coverage of the funiral
of Hassan ii for BBC in English also
in the coverage of United States
presidential elections 2012 and
a contributor in France 24 after
Bataclan attacks.

N
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Ricardo Karam

Media figure and host

Naseer
Shamma

Composer Artist and Oud player
Goodwill Ambassador, UNESCO

He graduated from Institute of
Music studies, Baghdad, in 1987,
and specialized in playing on
the Oud instrument. Since his
beginnings he was attracted to
Sufism, and read the Ten Sufi
Schools and its later branches and
great Sufis> narratives. A lot of his
work concerns the read of poetry
in music. He composed a number
of musical records including
Oriental Love Story, Sunshine, for
the Children of Iraqi, a Status of
Love, and the Journey of Spirits.
He composed the soundtrack for
numerous Iragi and Arab theatrical
works as well as for radio, TV, and
documentaries. He has extensive
experience with many international
artists. He was awarded many prizes
and recognition, the most recent of
which is being named the UNESCO
Artist for Peace 2017.

N

Currently, he manages his own
school, the home of Arab Oud in
Cairo, as well as supervises the
home of Arab Oud in Abu Dhabi,
the home of the Oud in Constantia
in Algeria, and the home of the
Oud in Alexandria. He is interested
in the Way of Rose organization
which cares for the treatment and
the education of Iraqi children, and
the humanitarian issues in the Arab
world and around the world.
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Rita Awad

A literary critic

an expert in cultural affairs, arts,
cultural heritage and cultural
relations

Dr. Awad holds M.A in comparative
critic and critic of modern Arab
poetry, and PhD in the study of
the Al-Jahily (pre-Islam) poetry.
She published several books and
papers on modern and classic Arab
poetry and literary critic theories.
She edited many books in art,
culture, heritage, Palestine and
Jerusalem in particular, in addition
to being the editor in chief of the
Arab Culture Magazine. She is a
juror in a number of academic
and scientific journals, literary and
awards. She was the head of the
culture department and Palestine
unit in ALECSO. She organized and
participated in a large number of
conferences, seminars, and regional
and international forums.

She gained a wide experience in
cultural work, cultural diplomacy,
cultural  management  and
international  relations.  She
cooperated with a number of
international organizations,
especially UNESCO, ICCROM and
WIPO in implementing projects,
and organizing conferences,
workshops and training courses
for Arab Region. Since 2012, she
is an independent consultant in
the culture field: writing, publishing
in literary criticism in modern and
old Arab poetry.

Rasem Badran

Architect and the Head of

Dar Al Omran Co., the Hashemite
Kingdom of Jordan

One of the leading figures in the
contemporary architectural
design and thought in the Arab
world.

Works as architectural consultant
for the reevaluation of main plan
and design of International Islamic
University in Kuala Lumpur. He
is an elected member of the
Academic Council for International
Architecture in Sofia and a member
of arbitration committee for the
ICCROM-Sharjah Award for Cultural
Heritage Conservation in the Arab
Region. One of his most important
projects is the Qasr Al Hukm in
Riyadh, the Husainiyya Library in
the Yarmouk University in Irbid,
the building of Greater Amman
Municipality and Al Masjid Al Kabir
in the Saudi Arabia.

N
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Zaki Anwar
Nusseibeh

Minister of State in the UAE
Government.

He has been active in Government
service and interpreter for
Presidents of United Arab Emirates
since 1968. He was Assistant
Minister of Foreign Affairs and
International Co-operation at
Foreign Ministry and the Cultural
Advisor at UAE Presidential Court.
Bornin Jerusalem and educated in
Jerusalem and the United Kingdom,
he began his career as a journalist
in 1967. He became Director
of Information in Abu Dhabi. In
1975 Mr. Nusseibeh became the
Director of the Press Office for HH
the President and subsequently
Advisor while continuing his role
as President’s personal interpreter.
He has also served on several public
and private bodies dealing with
the development of cultural and
educational strategies.

He is member on several Boards
including Paris-Sorbonne
University Abu Dhabi, and the
Board of Trustees for Abu Dhabi
University. He graduated from
University of Cambridge, UK, with
a Master’s degree in Economics.
He has published translations
of Gulf and Arab poetry into
several European languages and
contributed a series of articles to
journals and newspapers. He has
received a number of prestigious
Arab and International Awards. He
was awarded an honorary PhD in
Human Sciences by University of
Jerusalem in 2014 in recognition
of his long and active career.

Yusuf Fadl
Hasan

Director of Omdurman Islamic
University.

Founding Chancellor of the University
of Sharjah, the United Arab Emirates

He received his PhD in the Islamic
History from SOAS, University of
London, and a certificate of Higher
Law from the Ministry of Justice.
Professor of Turkish Studies at
the Institute of African and Asian
Studies. Director of University of
Khartoum, and Omdurman Islamic
University. He has many writings
including: “Introduction to the
History of Islamic Kingdoms in the
Eastern Sudan”,“The Relationship
between Arab Culture and African
Culture”,“The Islam in Africa”and
many scientific sheets in the
different languages.
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Mohaine |
Abdullah
Younis

Expert of Islamic Heritage at
ISESCO (Islamic Educational,
Scientific & Cultural
Organization), Rabat, the
Kingdom of Morocco.

Assistant Professor of Islamic
Monuments in the Faculty of
Archaeology, Fayoum University,
The Arab Republic of Egypt

PhD in the Islamic Monuments from
Cairo University and University of
Jenain Germany. His research focus
ison monuments, coins and Islamic
history, and many of his papers are
published in English and Arabic. He
undertook many scientific missions
for the Egyptian Ministry of Education,
EU, the International Council of
Coins and a number of German
universities. He also Participated in
many international conferences in
Germany, Russia, Italy, Turkey and
many Arab countries, and taught
in a number of programmes on
Islamic Archaeology in the Fayoum
and Alexandria Universities.

Ahmad Ali
EL-Zein

Writer and Media Figure
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Moajab Bin
Saed
AL-Zahrani

Director General of the Institute
du Monde Arabe in Paris

Holds a Ph.D. in General And
Comparative Literature, from
the Univesity Sorbonne, for his
thesis “the image of west in the
modern Arbic novel”, a lecturerin
the Department of Arabic Leterature
in King Saud University,. He also
holds a BA in Arabic Language
and Literature from the Faculty of
Education, King Saud University
and “the high-class certificate in
French language”, and a diplomain
Advanced Studies in Modern Arabic
Literature D.E.A . from Sorbonne
University. He is a member of the
editorial board of “eastern studies”
magazine which he founded in
Paris, and a member of editorial
board in“Kawafel”magazine, and
supervises the cultural material of
the Encyclopedia of KSA, and

a board member of the translation
center at King Saud University. He
has several studies and research
work in critics and narratives
including: Al-Tahtawy and the myth
of the beginning, Critical Readings
of Some Concepts in Progressive
Arabic Rhetoric, the Concept of
Heritage in Contemporary Arab
Thought, Argument of Cultural
Invasion  Between Cognitive
and Ildeological, Global lllusions:
Comparative Critical Reading in
the Concept of “global *

Anna Paolini

Director, UNESCO
Representative in Arab States
of the Gulf

Head of UNESCO Regional
Office in Doha

29



26

Webber Ndoro

Director-General, ICCROM
(International Centre for the
Study of the Preservation and
Restoration of Cultural Property)

Ndoro holds a BA in History from
University of Zimbabwe, a Master
of Philosophy in Archaeology from
Cambridge University, and a Master
in Architectural Conservation
from York University. His formal
education was completed at
Uppsala University where he
obtained a PhD in Heritage
Management. Ndoro worked at
National Museums and Monuments
of Zimbabwe. He served as Co-
coordinator of its Monuments
Programme, and then moved to
the University of Zimbabwe as
lecturer on heritage management.

He has also lectured on heritage
management at University of
Bergen in Norway, as well as at
University of Cape Town, South
Africa. His first involvement with
ICCROM was in1998, when he
was tasked with implementing
one of the first site projects for
the AFRICA 2009 programme.
From 2002, he worked as a full-
time ICCROM staff member on
AFRICA 2009 Programme, providing
an African perspective at ICCROM to
the planning and implementation
of the programme. He left ICCROM
in 2007 to accept the position of
Executive Director of African World
Heritage Fund (AWHF). During his
mandate, Ndoro has guided the
AWHF to become one of the leading
conservation organizationsin the
region, and has raised a significant
endowment. He was elected in
November 2017 to the position of
Director General of ICCROM starting
a mandate as of 1 January 2018.

Halit Eren

Director General of IRCICA
(Research Centre for Islamic
History, Art and Culture)

Graduated from the Faculty of
Islamic Studies Marmara University
in Istanbul, and holds an MA in
History from the Social Science
Institute, and Ph.D. in Modern
History from the Turkish Studies
Center in the same university
and is an Associate Professor in
Social, Human and Management
Science from the presidency of the
universities’ boards in Turkey. He
started working at IRCICA as a
specialized expert and head of
Library and Documentation Section,
and in the committee for organizing
conferences and seminars on the
history of Caucasus, Volga- Oral
territory, central Asia and Balkans.

N

He participated in many summits
and conferences of Islamic Foreign
Affair Ministers, and represented
IRCICA in Islamic conferences of
Ministers for Culture and Media.
He was finally appointed Director
General in January 2005. He
oversaw on the publication of many
important books like” Jerusalem
Through  Historical  Pictures”
in Turkish, English and Arabic
and the Holy Quran ascribed to
Uthman ben Affan , TOPKAPI SARAYI
edition, the Holy Quran ascribed to
Ali ben Abi Taleb, Sanaa edition.
He joined several of humanitarian
associations and non-governmental
cultural organization such as the
Islamic -Turkish association in
England, and was a consultant for
the State Minister for the Balkans
Affair in Turkey, and established
the Balkans Civilization Foundation
(BALMED). He is a co-founder and
vice president of The Turkish-
Arab International Dialogue
Organization. He speaks Arabic,
English, Greek and Persian beside
Turkish. He can communicate with
Slavic languages. He contributed to
the Islamic literature with a great
number of international works and
articles in the different languages
of Islamic world.

N

27



24

Oliver Martin

Chairperson of the Council of
ICCROM (International Centre
for the Study of the Preservation
and Restoration of Cultural
Property)

MARTIN obtained a Master in
Architecture in 1998 from Swiss
Federal Institute of Technology,
ETHZ Zurich. He pursued his studies
with a PhD in technical sciences and
history of architecture at ETHZ until
2002. Martin held several positions
at the Swiss Federal Office of Culture
until he joined the management
board in 2012 as Head of Section
Cultural Heritage and Historic
Monuments. In parallel, he acted
as an expert member of the Swiss
delegation to the UNESCO World
Heritage Committee from 2010
t02013.

Zaki Aslan

Director of the ICCROM'’s
Regional Conservation Centre in
Sharjah (ICCROM-Sharjah)

Noura Al Kaabi

Minister of Culture& Knowledge
Development

Chairperson of BOD of Media
Zone Authority in Abu Dhabi,
United Arab Emirates

A member of several BODs such as
the National Media Council, Abu
Dhabi Media Co., Imagination and
Abu Dhabi Sports Council. She
undertakes the enhancement
of all cultural fields in the United
Arab Emirates and she sponsors
and supports the activities aiming
at the development and care of
young talents in community.
She held formerly the position
of “Minister of State for Federal
National Council Affairs. She was
listed as the first Emirati national
to beinthe list of Top 100 Thinkers
in the World from Foreign Policy
magazine.

N

In 2014, she entered in the list
of Most Influential 30 Women
at the Government Sector in the
Arab World by the Forbes Middle
East magazine, had the award of
Businesswoman of the Year from
Gulf Business Industry Awards
and was honored in 2015 by the
American Association of Media
(AAM) in appreciation of her
leading role in the development
of media industry in the United
Arab Emirates. She holds a BA of
Management Information Systems
from the United Arab Emirates
University in 2001 and completed
the Leadership program from
London Business School in 2010.
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4 Panel Five - Day Two:

Influences affecting Cultural Heritage:

N

International conservation principles were largely developed after the Second World War,
especially with the creation of UNESCO and other heritage protection organizations such as
ICCROM, ICOMOS, and ICOM. Heritage conservation policies in the region, and other third
world regions, followed international trends of heritage conservation without participating
effectively in their formation. Despite the fact that the Arab region contains rich cultural
heritage and remains of the past of outstanding universal and human values, official systems
of heritage protection inherited management forms influenced by foreign systems and views
that remained after independence and creation of new nation states; in other words, national
perceptions of heritage that followed respective independence were heavily influenced by
colonial or orientalist ideas. This session is dedicated to discuss these and other influences
on the concept and notion of cultural heritage and the resulting conservation or protection
strategies, such as the impact of international heritage conservation organizations, but also
internal influences of beliefs and ideologies on the concept of heritage and its conservation.
The key questions that will be addressed in this session include:

-What is the impact of Orientalism and Colonialism on the concept/ notion of cultural heritage
and the current approaches to conservation practices?

-What is the impact of Western approaches on what is considered cultural heritage in the Arab
region?

-What is the impact of beliefs and ideologies on the concept of cultural heritage, and on
conservation approaches, theories and practices?

¢ Panel Six - Day Three:

The Role of Education:

Awareness of cultural heritage significance and its fragility can be very much enhanced by
formal education systems. Informal education also has a role in public awareness. This session
will cover the current role of education on different levels, from primary to postgraduate
education. Available curricula in schools include some notions of heritage, but this is often
considered by experts in the field as insufficient, this is even more true in informal education
such as the available general readings for children, family excursions, children games, etc.
A group of educators and heritage professionals will discuss what is to be expected from
education, with some emphasis on higher education. In addition, in many parts of the
region, university graduates with heritage-related specializations (such as archaeology) face
difficulties to find jobs in the market. On the other hand, university programmes, do not cover
country needs to conserve its heritage. Questions to be addressed will include:

-How do current education systems at all levels (formal and informal) affect our understanding
of cultural heritage in all its forms?

N

- How can cultural heritage education in the Arab world be best assessed and improved at
school and university levels?

- How can education be better organized to involve and inform young people and promote
public awareness?

4 Panel Seven - Day Three:
External Impressions and Reflections:

Agroup ofinternationally renowned experts and philosophersin cultural heritage conservation
will present the history and development of heritage understanding and conservation in
general, focusing on similarities and diversity of heritage world-wide. This session will also
present the concept of World Heritage, and outstanding universality of cultural heritage.
Based on the previous discussions this session will address questions in this area that would
include:

- How is cultural heritage in the Arab Region understood by the “others”?

-How can Arab professionals and other related sectors help influence and effectively
communicate authentic understanding or meanings of cultural heritage?

4 Panel Eight - Day Three:

Follow-up Strategy and Action Plan:

The forum is hoped to be a first step to inform future directions aimed at establishing thought
and conceptual foundations for approaches to cultural heritage conservation in the region. In
order to achieve this goal, this session will focus on the way forward and how the outcomes of
this event can benefit various aspects related to our understanding of cultural heritage and its
protection in a wider cultural and regional context. A group of experts with a long experience
of working in the region, and who have a deep knowledge and understanding of the needs
in the region, will discuss the elements necessary to establish an informed cultural heritage
strategy for the future, to be adopted by official heritage institutions and improving cultural
heritage policies, as well the role that can be played by public figures, artists, journalists, and
cultural specilaists and thinkers and, eventually, decision makers. The key questions of this
session would include:

- How can cultural heritage be protected in line with the previous discussions?

- How can we develop a regional plan or elaborate assessment to address the subject on
regional level?
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4 Panel One - day One:

Notions and Perceptions of Cultural Heritage in the Region:

N

The first session will focus on exploring the differences in our conceptions of heritage,
especially on local communities’ level, represented by distinguished speakers from different
parts of the Arab Region. The discussion will aim at enriching our understanding and possible
collective appreciation of heritage, and form a general agreement on the notion of the
subject matter that will be discussed throughout the forum. Discussions will be guided by the
following generic questions:

- How is heritage made?; i.e., what is recognised as valuable, by whom and who decides? Who
decides that an object or a monument is ‘heritage’?

- What does it mean to attribute a heritage value to a place within the context of public
culture? Who then owns a heritage place?, and how is it appreciated and recognised as
valuable?

- Within the current conditions that the Arab region is undergoing, does cultural heritage have
arole in uniting communities on one hand, and connecting individuals and communities to
a specific place, monument, or artistic expressions on the other?

- Is there a regional culture in the Arab region? What is it? How do different parts of the Arab
region with their diversity contribute to its formation and identify with?

4 Panel Two - Day One:

Cultural Heritage within the general context of “public culture” in
the Arab Region:

It is customary for publishers in Iraqg, Syria or Lebanon to sell their books in Morocco, Algeria
or Tunisia. The target audience for some satellite channels from countries such as Egypt, UAE,
Saudi Arabia (to name a few), is the people of the region as whole. This session will address
the dynamics between different media modalities such as movies, theater, music, etc., and the
formation of different elements of culture, especially the notion of cultural heritage. Through
a panel discussion of a group of distinguished artists and thinkers, this session will explore the
extent to which media reflects realities of the general culture, and in turn affects in shaping
it, and the potentials of media in strengthening the role of culture in creating or enhancing a
sense of belonging to the region as a whole. As statistics show that the number of social media
platforms’ users in the Arab region are much higher than average compared with other world
regions, the discussion will also address the influence of the internet and social media as one
of these relevant modalities. The questions to be addressed in this session will include:

- How do various media forms (films, music, literature, poetry and novels) influence the public
awareness of cultural heritage in its tangible form?

- What is the role of the internet and social media in shaping the notion of cultural heritage?

N

4 Panel Three - Day Two:

The importance of Cultural Heritage in the Region:

The story of heritage can contribute to the spirit of the place, and it would be difficult for a
community to safeguard a heritage place without its appreciation of a place’s story or the
meanings it can convey. Moreover, in many cases, the potential of economic revenue in
important heritage places is prioritized over the significance of a living heritage or the “spirit
of a place”. In this session, a group of prominent thinkers, practitioners and artists will explore
the relationships between communities in the region and their tangible cultural heritage,
and the balance between the much needed revenue on one hand, and on the other, the
appreciation of the spirit and embedded meanings of a heritage place, be it an old town, a
cultural landscape, a monument or a place of worship. The session will further discuss the
following questions:

-Why is it important for a community to appreciate its tangible heritage or the historic built
environment that affects its quality of life?

- How can heritage be relevant to current and future realities and challenges affecting the lives
of local communities or livelihood of historic places?

- How can the conservation of cultural heritage and works of art benefit from a set of values
and meanings embedded in them?

4 Panel Four - Day Two:

Challenges in understanding and protecting cultural heritage:

The recent deliberate and violent targeting of cultural heritage in some parts of the Arab
region confirms the significance of this heritage. A full understanding of the social conditions
and impact of this destruction is needed to devise protection strategies, especially that official
conservation policies in times of peace proved insufficient to protect this heritage in times
of conflict, not to mention threats of natural decay or urban development. It is important
to understand the reasons for this failure to address the challenges facing cultural heritage
protection policies in the region. To address these issues, this session will discuss questions
such as:

-Why is a debate and dialogue about the conservation of cultural heritage is inadequate or at
times lacking in the region?

- Can access to cultural heritage be considered one of the human rights?

- What are the meanings and significance embedded in typical cultural heritage forms in the
region?

-Who is Cultural Heritage preserved for, and why is it deliberately and so violently targeted?
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ARAB CULTURAL HERITAGE FORUM

Arab Cultural
Heritage

Forum

A regional vision to
Preserve and Promote
Cultural Heritage

Third Day

Thursday 8 February,
2018

Needs and Action
Plan

How

do we protect

Cultural
Heritage?

9:30-10:30

10:30 - 11:00
11:00-11:15
11:15-12:15

12:15-12:45
12:45-13:45

Panel Six: The role of education

How do current education systems at all
stages (formal and informal) affect our
understanding of cultural heritage? How
can cultural heritage in the Arab region
be assessed and how can values be
improved and highlighted on the basis of
needs and benefits? How can education
be better organized to involve and

inform young people and promote public
awareness?

Participants

@ Her Royal Highness Princess Dana Firas
@ Dr. Suleiman Al-Askari 4 Dr. Mina
Al-Maghari € Dr. Rawya Majzoub

€ Ms. Manal Ataya 9 Moderator: Dr. Saad

Al Massoudi

Discussion
Break

Panel Seven: External Impressions and
Reflections

How is the concept of Cultural Heritage in
the Arab region is viewed from abroad?
Participants

@ Dr. Stefano DeCaro 9 Prof. Jukka
Jokilehto € Mrs. Susan Denyer

@Dr. Patricia Kell € Dr. John Robbins

@ Moderators: Dr. Anna Paolini and

Dr. Jean-Louis Luxen

Discussion
Break

VA2 N2 VN A N AVAN

13:45 - 14:45 Panel Eight: Follow-up Strategy and Action Plan
How can cultural heritage be protected in the context of previous
discussions? How can we develop a regional plan or conduct an
assessment to address the subject on a regional level?
Participants

@ Dr. Nazmi Al - Jubeh @ Dr. Abdul Aziz Al-Musallam € Dr. Amir Pasic
@ Dr. Abdelrahman Ali € Dr. Hasan Lawati
@ Moderators: Dr. Zaki Aslan and Dr. Ridha Faroua

14:45-15:15 Discussion
15:15-15:30 Break

15:30-17:00 Closing Session: Recommendations A Regional Vision for Cultural
Heritage
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9:30-10:30

ARAB CULTURAL HERITAGE FORUM

Arab Cultural
Heritage

Forum

A regional vision to
Preserve and Promote
Cultural Heritage

Second Day
Wednesday 7 February,
2018

The meaning of
Cultural Heritage

10:30-11:00
11:00-11:15

11:15-12:15

Why

do we protect
Cultural
Heritage?

Panel Three : The importance of
cultural heritage in the region

Why is it important for a community to
appreciate its tangible heritage or the
historic built environment that affects
its quality of life? How can heritage be
relevant to current and future realities
and challenges affecting the lives of local
communities or livelihood of historic
places? How can the values inherent

in cultural heritage and works of art be
used to improve their conservation and
community development?

Participants

@ Dr. Suad Amiry 4 Dr. Mourad
Bouteflika 9 Dr. Salma Samar Al-Damluji
@ Dr. Tarek Waly 9 Dr. Talal Aqili
@ Moderator: Mr. Ricardo Karam

Discussion
Break

Panel Four: Challenges in
understanding and protecting cultural
heritage

Why is a debate and dialogue about

the conservation of cultural heritage

is inadequate or at times lacking in

the region? What are the meanings

and significance embedded in cultural
heritage forms in the region? For whom
Cultural Heritage preserved for, and why
is it deliberately and violently targeted?
Participants

@ HRH Princess Wijdan Bint Fawaz Al
Hashemi 4 Professor Waciny Lared;

@ Mr. Jad Tabet 4 Dr. Mouawiya lbrahim
@ Dr. Suheir Hawass 4 Moderator: Dr.

Saad Al Massoudi

12:15-12:45
12:45-13:45

13:45 - 14:45

14:45-15:15

15:15-15:35

15:35-15:50

15:50-17:00

18:30-21:30

Discussion
Break

Panel Five : Influences affecting Cultural Heritage

What is the impact of Orientalism/ Colonialism on the concept/ notion
of cultural heritage and the current approaches to conservation
practices? What is the impact of Western approaches on what is
considered cultural heritage in the Arab region? What is the impact

of beliefs and ideologies on the concept of cultural heritage, and
conservation theories and practices?

Participants

@ Dr. lhsan Fethi € Dr. Monther Jamhawi 9 Dr. Hamdan Taha

@ Dr. Hossam Mahdi 9 Prof. Rashad Salem 4 Moderator: Mr. Ahmed
Ali Al-Zain

Discussion
“Erasing History” short video clip by Mr. Ahmed Ali Al-Zain
Break

Round table discussion: What is the role of heritage in shaping
the identity of a society? What makes it a target for destruction or
preservation?

Reception: Sharjah Light Festival 2018 (Opening at Dr. Sultan Al-
Qassimi Centre for Gulf Studies)
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ARAB CULTURAL HERITAGE FORUM

Arab Cultural
Heritage

Forum

A regional vision to
Preserve and Promote
Cultural Heritage

First Day

Tuesday 6 February,
2018

Rationale of the
Forum and the
challenges facing
Cultural Heritage

What

does Cultural
Heritage
mean in the
Arab Region?

12

8:30-9:30
9:30-10:10
10:10-10:40
L 2
L 2
L 2
2
L 2
*
10:40-11:00
11:00-11:10

Registration (Reception)

Music performance by Artist Naseer
Shamma — UNESCO Artist for Peace 2017

Video by ICCROM-Sharjah

Welcome Speech of the organiser of the
Forum: the International Centre for the
Study of the Preservation and Restoration
of Cultural Property (ICCROM/ ICCROM-
Sharjah) (Dr. Oliver Martin/ Dr. Zaki Aslan)

UAE Government Speech by Minister of
Culture and Knowledge Development,
HE Noura Al Kaabi

Opening Session:

Panel discussion: Directors and
representatives of regional and
international organizations:

HE Dr. Weber Ndoro, Director General

of ICCROM (International Centre for the
Study of the Preservation and Restoration
of Cultural Property)

HE Dr. Halit Eren, Director General of the
Research Centre for Islamic History, Arts
and Culture (IRCICA)

HE Dr. Mojeb Al Zahrani, Director of the
Institut du Monde Arabe in Paris
Representative of the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO), Dr. Anna Paolini
Representative of the Islamic Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization
(ISESCO), Dr. Mohamed Younis
Moderator: Mr. Ahmed Ali Al-Zain

Presentation of ICCROM-Sharjah Award
for the Conservation of Cultural Heritage
in the Arab Rregion and awarding of the
Grand Prize (Under the Patronage of HH
The Ruler of Sharjah)

Group Photo

11:10-11:30

11:30-12:30

12:30-13:00

13:00 - 14:00

14:00 - 15:00

15:00 - 15:30

15:30 - 15:45

15:45 - 16:00

16:00-17:10

19:00 - 21:30

Break

Panel One: Notions and Perceptions of Cultural Heritage in the
Region

What is recognised as valuable, by whom and who decides? Does
cultural heritage have a role in uniting communities on one hand,
and connecting individuals and communities to a specific place,
monument, or artistic expressions on the other? How does heritage
relate to the reality and future of society?

Participants

@ His Excellency the Minister of State Dr. Zaki Nusseibeh 4 Prof. Dr.
Yusuf Fadl Hasan 4 Dr. Rita Awad 4 Dr. Rasem Badran 4 Dr. Ali Harb

@ Moderator: Mr. Ricardo Karam
Discussion
Lunch Break

Panel Two: Cultural Heritage within the general context of “Public
Culture” in the Arab Region

How do various media forms (films, music, literature, poetry and
novels) influence the public awareness of cultural heritage in its
tangible form? What is the role of the internet and social media in
shaping the notion of cultural heritage?

Participants

@ Mr. Naseer Shamma € Dr. Hassan Ashkanani 4 Dr. Hasan Aourid

@ Dr.Bilal Al Budoor @ Dr. Yousef Al Hasan 4 Moderator: Mr.
Mohamed Sobhi

Discussion
Break

Launching two books from the book series “Selected Readings from
ICCROM-Sharjah”

Round table discussion: What is recognised as valuable, by whom and
who decides? How can media and other cultural modalities be used
to inform and influence the public and local culture about cultural
heritage?

Gala Dinner at al Hisn Fort — Heart of Sharjah
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@ Second: Objectives

This forum is expected to promote a dialogue aimed to review regional and diverse cultural
perceptions and values, pose significant questions, and critique a spectrum of regional views
on the subject. The forum specifically aims to:

- Encourage experts from a range of cultural fields to discuss concepts related to the essence
of tangible cultural heritage conservation in the Arab Region.

- Discuss influences on conservation strategies and practice (including orientalism, religious or
non-religious beliefs, international doctrine developed by institutions specialized in heritage
and culture, as well as the economic conditions surrounding conservation practices).

- Advocate and promote the significance and meanings of Cultural Heritage in this tangible
forms, as perceived in the region, and of its conservation.

- Analyze the role of media and education in forming conceptions, making cultural heritage
relevant in the public sphere; and influencing a culture of conservation.

- Provide a platform for individuals with deep and profound concerns and interests in the
region to participate and contribute to current debates and conversations.

The center will follow-up the forum objectives through its mission as a school for heritage
conservation and promotion serving the region, and think-tank for policy-makers in the
region, and will continue to contribute to the dissemination of knowledge at institutional,
socio-cultural and professional levels.

@ Third: Structure and Topics

The forum will be held over three days. The discussions of the first day will focus on “what
we value and what is cultural heritage in the Arab Region?’, in order to seek clarity related
to defining what is it that we are talking about when we examine conservation of cultural
heritage in the region. The second day will focus on the current regional climate and the wide
threats to heritage: why are we convening and why do we conserve heritage? The third day
will address strategies on how can we protect this heritage in light of discussions initiated in
the first two days? What are the optimal strategies and practical solutions?

The forum is intended to highlight fundamental needs of the region today and address
questions related to what we value, and why and how this can be utilised to mobilise
advocacy and action. To this end, the forum will conclude each day with a workshop session,
where the questions raised will be applied in the form of focused discussions. The final day will
summarise results of the workshops and lay foundations for a new approach and an Action
Plan that will inform the work of ICCROM-Sharjah and support the work of its Member States
in the Arab Region.

@ Fourth: Target Audience

The Arab Forum for Cultural Heritage is aimed at experts and researchers working in the field
of culture and cultural heritage in the Arab world, both tangible and intangible, and from
other relevant disciplines.

- Thinkers, Philosophers, historians and anthropologists with experience in cultural and social
studies.

- Artists, poets, musicians, media professionals and journalists.

- Architects, archaeologists, conservators or relevant professionals with extensive knowledge
in cultural heritage studies and doctrine.

- Experienced professionals working in legislation and/or the documentation of illicit
trafficking of cultural heritage.

- Professors and researchers active in cultural heritage preservation and documentation;
Cultural heritage managers/ practitioners working in Museums and on Sites.

- Region-wide educators.

- Research or graduate students of all related specialties.

® Fifth: Expected Outcomes and Results

The expected outcome of the forum is a critical analysis of the state of cultural heritage in the
region, in order to enhance the principles and practices of its conservation and promotion
from a regional perspective. The outcomes will specifically include:

- A publication of the forum proceedings to make them available to researchers and specialists.

- Strategic recommendations to follow-up the forum objectives with partner institutions.

- A message from the forum to the general public on the significance and specificity of Cultural
Heritage and the need for its Conservation.

The main results and summaries will be posted on ICCROM and ICCROM-Sharjah websites.
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Arab Cultural Heritage Forum

® First: Rationale

Historical accounts of cultural heritage are deeply rooted in the long and rich dynamics of
valued sites, artefacts, folklores, different dialects and languages. Learning from our heritage
enriches our knowledge and consequently the quality of our lives. With its varied geographical
environments, the Arab Region is home for people of diverse confessions and backgrounds,
each with their own cultural particularities and valued heritage assets where ideas and
intangible values linger in proverbs, tales, anecdotes, etc.

It is the materiality of places, landscapes, buildings, and artefacts infused with sounds, smells,
and a ‘spirit’ of a place that transforms heritage from a set of meanings to an experience of
existential dimensions that anchor the past in the present. The ruins and traces are a material
witness of a departed community. They are the reminders of the emotions, meanings and
values that were once associated with the place when it was alive in time. Heritage is thus a
main strand that weaves communities together in a common history formed by a continuum
of civilizations within a specific geographical range and geopolitical position. At the same time,
heritage connects individuals to communities, it is a symbol of identity and source of pride.
Heritage and culture identifiers are thus complex, intertwined and contested, dependent on
and relevant to place or community.

Regional variations and national identities within the region are a result of a human experience
through time. They are reflected in different conceptions of heritage within the Arab region.
Moreover, the Ottoman period and European colonialization were main factors in shaping
this conception; the concept of cultural heritage and the strategies of its management were
largely influenced by orientalists, who studied and presented what they called the Orient and
its past, within a Western model of heritage in general and the heritage of Arab countries in
particular. Heritage presentation, in many cases in the region, excluded the living heritage of
local communities, and was confined to museums that were designed by Europeans, mostly
for Europeans within a Western conception of archaeology and history. The perpetuation
of such museology into the present is detrimental to regional societies’ participation in
producing and presenting culture. Additionally, current Antiquity Laws in the region, in most
cases, were developed within Western philosophies and perceptions of what cultural heritage
is or should be. Since the mid-twentieth century till present, many of these laws remain used,
despite some revisions and updates in some countries.

N

The region-wide understanding of ‘Regional Heritage’ today is still inadequate, lacking in
technical terminologies, analytic assessment tools and evaluative procedures. It is therefore
important and urgent to call for a formal recognition of cultural heritage conservation
management in the Arab Region that engages multiples voices, bringing together
archaeologists, architects, geographers, anthropologists, sociologists, artists, historians,
conservators, folklorists and the general public, to broaden the scope beyond the borders of
any single discipline.

Attempts to explore regional cultural heritage are evident in modern media platforms, such as
movies, television, music, poetic renditions as well as theater and literature; however, what is
lacking is a thorough investigation into what has been and is being conserved or presented,
and how this can be utilised to encourage appropriate investment in cultural heritage of
the region, beyond national boundaries. Another aspect requiring further study, and one
that inherently overlaps with many aspects of social life, is the diversity and commonality of
beliefs and faiths. To further harness broad outreach and recognise perceptions of heritage,
an understanding of how these beliefs inform community’s awareness of cultural heritage is
necessary.

The Arab region today is at a critical crossroad, as cultural heritage has never before been
exposed to the types of threats it is facing today; the natural processes of decay and
deterioration have always threatened heritage, but human induced threats such as negligence,
development and even deliberate destruction have recently intensified. Despite the current
challenges, cultural heritage has the potential to unify the society and foster a culture of
peace. Cultural heritage may indeed be a vehicle to resolve grievances and to diffuse conflicts.
Within this broader context, and under the Patronage of His Highness Sheikh Dr. Sultan bin
Muhammad Al Qasimi, Member of the Supreme Council of the United Arab Emirates and
Ruler of Sharjah, ICRROM'’s Regional Centre in Sharjah is organising the Arab Cultural Heritage
Forum to develop philosophical principles and approaches, based on local and/ or regional
perceptions, aimed at promoting and preserving heritage places and artworks in the Arab
world.

The forum will be held in Sharjah from 6 to 8 February 2018 and will examine philosophical
contexts and values that inform conservation practices in the wider region through thematic
sessions, discussions and daily workshops, which will help identify challenges in this area, in
order to eventually devise a strategy to address them. The forum will be held in Arabic, with
simultaneous interpretation into English. The organisers will work on publishing the forum
proceedings in Arabic and English.

7
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